
St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

Year 5 newsletter - Spring 1
Happy New Year to our Year 5 families!

We are so pleased to see everyone back at school ready for a new term of learning.
This term, the children will be working hard deepening their learning in core

curriculum areas such as Maths and English as well as broadening their knowledge
and skills in wider curriculum subjects such as Geography, Computing, Music and

Art. The children are also very excited to be 'Pilgrims of Hope' in this special Jubilee
Year - the official school launch is eagerly awaited! Please review the Year 5

Curriculum Map for more detail about this term’s curriculum coverage. The children
will also enjoy some fantastic enrichment opportunities this term including a visit
from a famous author later this month. The identify of the author has not yet been

disclosed but we are certain that the children will be very excited to meet her.
With best wishes,

Year 5 Team

PE

On PE days - the children come in wearing their PE uniform. 
This is the gold t-shirt, royal blue shorts, dark navy or black tracksuit bottoms
and plain trainers. Please ensure that any jewellery is taken off for PE days for
your child’s (and others) safety. All long hair must be tied back in a ponytail. 



Our RE learning for Spring 1 is: -

Curriculum Map - Spring 1
These are the topics that your child will be studying in Spring 1 - 

Christmas
In this unit the children will hear

about the story of Christmas from
St. Matthew’s Gospel. They will
explore the difficulties faced by

Mary and Joseph and the tensions
that arose in King Herod.

We will be studying the following units in our RE lessons: -

Parables and Sayings of Jesus
In this unit children gain a greater knowledge
and understanding of the Parables of Jesus.
They explore the concept of the Kingdom of
God from the teachings of Jesus and ways in

which Christians respond to this teaching
today through their belonging to the Church.



Homework - spelling



Read with your child/ren at home every day. 
Ask questions about the book to see how well your child has
understood what they have read. Sign the reading diary so

that the teachers know how reading is going at home.

Homework - reading

Research shows that quick recall of multiplication and division facts is
essential for helping children do well in their maths learning. Encourage your

child to be on x-table rockstars every night and support them to improve
their x-table knowledge and quick arithmetic skills. 

Homework - maths

Homework - Power Project - Science
Our power projects this half term have a Science theme.

Year 5 are learning: - Changing States of Matter
We will be learning how to separate mixtures; what is meant by reversible
changes and irreversible changes. To enhance this learning, children can

complete a project at home to bring in for our class display.  
We have given some activity ideas below... 

Cloud in a jar: demonstrate the formation of a cloud to find out more
about states of matter and the water cycle. Pour warm water (not boiling)
into the jar and swirl it around to warm the inside of the whole jar. Turn
the lid upside down and place several ice cubes on top of it. Place the lid
onto the jar. Quickly remove the lid and give a quick spray of aerosol
hairspray. Replace the lid. Remove the lid and watch the cloud escape!

1.

2. Create a water cycle:  Through 3D modelling or art work.

3. Reversible vs irreversible. Create an information 
    pamphlet that gives a definition of reversible and 
    irreversible changes and examples of these. i.e. 
    boiling an egg for an irreversible change.

4. Poster - Create a poster that explains
                     changes of state.



Dates for this half term - Year 5
Spring theme - 

Spring I Virtues

6th January - all day

22nd January 2025 - 9:15am

24th January 2025- all day

31st January 2025 - am

6th February 2025 - 4:00pm

WB 10.2.25

11th February 2025 - all day

14th February 2025 - end of day

Dignity of Work

Grateful and Generous

Children return to school at normal time

Year 5 Mass in Church (and Year 6 classes attend) - parents welcome

Jubilee Launch Day

Author visit for Year 4 and Year 5

PTA meeting

Online Safety Week

Safer Internet Day

Break up for half-term break - normal time 


