Archdiocese of Birmingham
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY sl THy,
SCHOOL & Cy
Vivian Road, Harborne, Birmingham, B17 0DN
Telephone: 0121 464 2141
Email: enquiry@stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk

www.stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs L. J. Yorke M.Ed.

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other,
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts.

May is dedicated to our Blessed Mother, Mary

Our theme for the Summer term is: 'Stewardship’
Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Grateful and Generous’

Dear parents and carers, 22nd May 2026 |

As we break up for the May half-term today, | hope you are all looking forward to a wonderful week
ahead. The weather is set to be beautiful, and | hope you and your families enjoy some well-deserved
rest and sunshine.

Year 2 SATs

A huge well done to our Year 2 children, who have worked so sensibly and calmly during their tests this
week. Although these assessments are no longer statutory, they help us build a clear picture of each
child’s learning before they move into the juniors. We do not share individual test results with parents,
but your child's end-of-year report - sent out later this term - will give you a full overview of their
progress across all subjects.

Mixing classes

You will have received a message today about class mixing for next academic year. This is an
important part of ensuring that all children learn in balanced, supportive environments where they can
flourish. Mixing classes brings many positives, including wider friendship groups, stronger learning
dynamics, and increased resilience. Our teachers know the children incredibly well and will take great
care when creating the new classes. We will guide pupils through the transition with plenty of
preparation and opportunities to meet new classmates. Children will still enjoy social time as a whole
year group, so they can continue spending time with their existing friends. If you have any questions,
please do get in touch with the school office.

Birthdays in school

A gentle reminder that we are unable to accept birthday sweets, cakes, or presents in school. This
helps us keep all children safe (especially those with allergies) and ensures fairness for everyone.
Children are still very welcome to celebrate their birthday by wearing non-school uniform for the day,
which always brings lots of smiles.

Keeping safe in the sun

Finally, as the weather warms up, please remember to apply sunscreen before school and ensure your
child brings a sun hat and a water bottle each day. Please do not send children in with creams as our
lovely kind children share creams and we need to keep those with allergies and sensitivities safe.

Wishing you all a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break. We look forward to welcoming the children
back refreshed and ready for the final part of the school year. Happy May hafl-term, from Mrs Yorke



This week's Gospel

John 17:1-2
‘At that time: Jesus lifted up His eyes to Heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given Him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given Him.”

Reflecting on this week’s Gospel,
we learn: -
e Know that prayer helps us to
focus on seeing who He really is.
e Remind us that Jesus prayed for
His disciples and for us.
e Spread His love by praying for
others and following God’s way.

Father in Heaven,

I lift my eyes to You as Jesus did.
Let Your glory shine through my
life,and let the life of Your Son guide
my heart.

He holds authority over all things.
Help me trust in His power, His
mercy, and His promise of eternal life.
May my words and actions today
honour You.

Amen.

Year 6 Mass - 20.5.26
- 7" week of Easter
Year 6 led our Mass this week on
Pentecost. They prayerfully reflected
on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the disciples at Pentecost.

Our next Mass - Y5 Mass - The Holy Trinity
Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 3rd June, starting promptly at 9:15am. Year
5 children will be leading our Mass and Year 4 children will be attending.
All parents are welcome to attend.
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Year 5
showcased their creativity as
well as their spirituality by
writing prayers about the Holy
Spirit.
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Child-led prayer
Child-led prayer focused on Pentecost this week as the children prepared and led
some wonderful prayer services.

Prayer Bags
Thank you for
your photos
showing us how
much children
enjoy using the
Prayer Bags at
home!

Reception Assembly
Reception were superstars
in their very first assembly!
They shared their learning
about Pentecost and how

they are trying to be

disciples of Jesus by sharing
the good news with others!
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In English, Year 2 tackled the
Year 1learnt about the suffixes “-ment” and “-ness”

Reception ) i
enjoyed features of a tree in Science  with confidence and curiosity.
exploring 2D

and 3D shapes
in their Maths
learning. They
used different
language to
describe the
shapes

Year 4 edited their Exciting
Writing about April meeting Bear
inspired by The Last Bear.

In Maths,
Year 3
worked hard
on their
Roman
Numerals
this week.

Year 5
had an
incredible
day on
. their trip
to the
Wyre
Forest on
Friday
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Well done to Elsie who >

took part in the Race for
Life on Sunday. The
determination,
enthusiasm, and
commitment shown to
such an important cause
is truly inspiring. We are
so proud of you!

Well done also to
Sebastian who was
awarded silver at the
British Open Ju-Jitsu
championships held over
the weekend. What a
fantastic achievement - we
are so proud of you!

Finally, we're thrilled to share the

L O success of Coach Red and

o mmf: Alvechurch FC who were awarded

= @ ™ ‘Best Community Club’ in the country.

/ wme @  The awards ceremony took place at

=0 Wimbledon FC which is also Coach

Red'’s favourite club. We're so

'- ¢ fortunate to have Coach Red and the

! fantastic team of coaches from

Alvechurch FC as part of our offering
here at St Mary'’s!



Next Term

Statutory Testing

Please note the following:
o Year 4 Times Tables Check from Monday 1°* June 2026 for 3 weeks
« Year 1Phonics Screen Check takes place w/b Monday 8" June 2026

Please do not book holidays for any of the above dates.
Further details will be given out nearer the time.

oy
World Oceans Day - wear blue on Friday 5™ June 2026 Job ’

We are excited to announce that on Friday 5" June 2026, our school will be celebrating
World Oceans Day. This year, we are supporting the Marine Conservation Society, a
registered charity dedicated to protecting our seas, shores, and wildlife. To show our
support, we invite all children to wear blue and, if possible, donate £1 to the Marine
Conservation Society (Registered charity in England and Wales 1004005)
via School Gateway.

Additionally, we are pleased to welcome Severn Trent, who will be delivering assemblies
to all children and conducting workshops for Year 4 students. This will be a fantastic
opportunity for the children to learn more about the importance of our local water
systems and the steps we can take to preserve them.

Ahead of 05.06.26, there is also a special half term challenge for children to undertake -
details can be found below!

We appreciate your support in encouraging your children to participate in this important
event. By wearing blue and making a small donation, they will be part of a global

movement to protect our precious marine environments.

)/ : : %
(Y Thank you for your cooperation and generosity. i

Year 6 Confirmation Mass - 5.6.26 at 7pm

Our Year 6 children will be making their Confirmation on
Friday 5" June at 7pm
We look forward to welcoming Bishop David to St. Mary's
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Holy Communions /
s& 6.6.26 10:00am i
6.6.26 2:00pm g

Our Year 3 children will be making their First Holy Communion at St.

Mary's Church on this weekend. This marks the third major step on

the children's journey of faith, when the children receive the
sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time.

—
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To celebrate that many of the children will have made the Sacrament of Holy Communion,
we invite all Y3 children to bring in their Holy Communion outfit/smart clothes, to school on
Wednesday 10th June 2026. The children will wear their clothes/outfits to their Y3 Mass in
Church on that Wednesday morning at 9:15am and will receive a special blessing from Fr.
Hilary. All families are welcome to this Mass. Following the Mass, the children will have a
little celebration in school before changing back in to their school uniform/PE kit.
Week beginning 8" June 2026
Please bring in Holy Communion outfits, in a named bag or on a named hanger. Please do
not bring 'accessories’ e.g. bags, gloves, veils and jewellery as we do not want anything to
be lost/damaged.

Sports Day for Year 4, 5 and 6 - 10.06.26
Years 4, 5 and 6 will be heading to Tudor Grange Stadium
for their Sports Day—a highlight of the school year and an
experience the children absolutely loved last year! It's a
fantastic opportunity for them to compete, cheer each
other on, and enjoy the excitement of a real stadium
setting. Children should come to school in their PE kits with
a water bottle and arrive promptly for 8:30am, as the
coaches will be leaving at 8:45am. Parents are very
welcome to attend and enjoy the event from the
designated spectator area.

Year 6 Residential - Alton Castle
15™ to 17*" June 2026

If your child is going to Alton Castle and you were
unable to attend the meeting on 30/04/2026, please

ensure that you pick up an information pack from

the School Office.
A polite reminder also that the second instalment of
£50 was payable by Friday 15™ May.




Half-Term Challenge: Care for Our Blue Spaces

To celebrate World Oceans Day, we are inviting children to explore and help protect their
local “blue” spaces such as ariver, sea, lake, canal or pond. We are doing this as part of our
summer theme of Stewardship, where we learn about caring for God'’s creation and taking

responsibility for the world He has given us.

This also links closely to our work as a Rights Respecting School, where children learn to take
action and understand the importance of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. In
particular, children have the right to be safe and to have access to clean water, and by
looking after our blue spaces, they can play an active role in protecting these rights for

themselves and others.

\H

What to do:
Visit a blue space
During half-term break go with an adult to a nearby river, sea, lake, pond or canal.

Observe and think
Is the water clean or dirty?
Can you see any wildlife?
Is there any rubbish around?

Take action
If it is safe and you are with an adult, help pick up some rubbish (use gloves if possible).

Take photos
A picture of your blue space
A photo of you helping (if possible)
Before and/or after cleaning

Share your work with us
Send your photos to: enquiry@stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk FAO Your class teacher.

Optional extras:
Draw or write about what you saw
Count how many pieces of rubbish you collected
Share one way we can keep water clean
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f New School Menus

Please see the new menus below which are starting after half term.
Please note, any changes to your child's meal patterns must be communicated to the
School Office in advance.

[T Moy  Tuesday Wednesday Trsday  Frday |
gausage Roll Meatballs in tomato Assorted Sandwiches  MiargrieTita PIZza

Roast Chicken or N Patat i
5 ved wil
Marvellous Macaroni sauce with Pasta Quorn Roast with = Vegetable Lasagne -

4
>
;— YOUR MENU .

@ a®

Wedges
Cheese Jacket Potato served  Torkshire Pudding & £ -
\ - Fish Fingers
‘/ Fish of the Day with Cheese & Beans Gravy Fish of the Day /‘\\
f I/
Spaghetti Hoops, Seasonal Vegetables Roast potatoes of Mash Chunky chips, Baked ’
Vegetables & Potatoes Potatoes, Vegetables jregetabies SHERNS Beans or Sweetcom /
Fresh Seasonal Salad Bar With Fresh Bread Available Daily
2 \ A Daily Selection Of Fresh Fruit & Fruit Yoghurts
‘ .‘\ Mango or Strawberry
. | Fruit ‘{ag_hurl or Fresh leed Smaoothie Cokkie or Fresh Fruit Dot el Assorted Flavoured Ice
' Fruit Salad Salad creanm

Fresh Fruit Salad

~

o~y
. “‘é

Pockets or Vegetable Roast Chicken or Assorted Sandwiches

H Beef Bolognaise : Served with Potato
Tikka Pitta Pockets I R Quorn Roast with Cheese & Tomato

} ' Chicken Tikka Pitta
i Margherita Pizza

L i i Wedges
J) J) é Fish of the Day : Yorkshire Pudding & Pasta Bake
£ Figh of the Day served Gravy
J N with Potatoes Fish of the Day Fish Fingers

Fioast or Mash Petatoes
Seascnal Vegetables

Chunky chips, Spaghetti

) ith 1
Potato wedges, Beans, Served with Seasona Hoops or Sweetcorn

Seasonal Vegetables Vegetables

Vegetables & Baked
Beans

S L
FIeav

Fresh Seasonal Salad Bar With Fresh Bread Available Daily

A Daily Selection Of Fresh Fruit & Fruit Yoghurts

I Chocolate or Fruit Yogh ; 4 Jelly

ghurt or Fresh o1 Fresh Fruit
. ¥ ele berry Muffin with Fruit Salad = ‘;rl r;s 5 Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit  Assorted Flavoured lce
‘ 3

e
N L

Custard Salad cream

r

) 1%!»’ Wednesday
Chicken Burger or

Roast Chicken or Assorted Sandwiches  pjargherita Pizza %

Wegetable Burgerin a Cottage pie ?
| o Quorn Réast with Served with Potato
' @ oA Cheese & Tomato Yarkshire Pudding & Wedges Fish Fingers
c’o‘j g B:c::a:zr:::dw:sh iy g Fish of the Da Dmeteds
.‘." B : Fish of the Day - L
L E
7 Roast or Mash Potatoes, Chunky chi
ps, Baked
i 2 ?‘:::Taul:l::asonal Seasonal Viegetables Seasonal Vegetables Sti::i?i:;:;iﬂ‘:rs Beans or Sweetcorn
Fresh Seasonal Salad Bar With Fresh Bread Available Daily
A Daily Selection Of Fresh Fruit & Fruit Yoghurts
Cookie or Fresh Fruit
Fruit Crumble & Fruit Yoghurt or Fresh : salad Y Sponge Cake with Assorted Flavoured lce
¥ Custard Fruit Salad Custard cream Tubs
-
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again to the & = :. & xSk

organisers, players
and supporters - it
was a fantastic
evening and we
can’t wait to do it
again!
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ST MARY’S CATHOLIC

PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN DAY

(Thursduyr 5" November 202&)

« Afternoon Tour:

OUR MISSION

TO LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL THINGS

COMSTANTLY STRIVING FOR
EXCELLEMCE
WORTHY OF QUR GO0 GIVEN GIFTS.

e Morning Tour: 168:38 - 11:38

Email: enquiry@stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk
to book your place

13:45 - 14:45

)

ﬁ'

For more information call our school
office on: 8121 464 2141 or wvisit our
website:
https://www.stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk/web/
september_2827_reception_class/726699
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ParentICarer Information

mmer
water safety

Accidents are mostly preventable Summer is an amdzing time to

with the correct knowledge and enjoy our beautiful waterways
judgment and here are our tips to ust be mindful that
staying safe in the water during warmer weather is directly

the summer: linked to an incre
To enjoy the water safely and make
the right call...

- Enter slowly and carefully
Think carefully about yvour ability to splash or
swim in cold outdoor water. 49% of thosa who
lost their life were classified as swimmers®. Are
you really a good swimmer?

professicnal supervision

- Stay within reach In an emergency..
Den't go too far and stay within a standing - Call 999
depth. If you are at the coast, call 999 and ask
. Always be supervised for the Coastguard. Don't enter the
Owver 70% of fatal accidents ocour in the waler to rescue.
absence of professional supervision. Seak life - If you're in trouble FLOAT and call

guarded areas and always make sure 2ome for help
one 2 avallable to raize the alarm.

Fall n or bacomea tired = stay calm, float
an your back and call for halp. Theow
zometheng that fioats to zomebody that
has fallen in.

A #

STOR AMD THINE STAY TOGETHER

@

CALL 9% FLOAT




BETEEMKEEPING SAFE

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.
Pastoral Team
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team

If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral

tea
If you have a concern that a child is being harmed, is at risﬁpof harm, or you receive a disclosure (intentionally or
unintentionally) you must contact one of the following staff members as quickly as possible:

LauraNoone |, ise Yorke  Jade Preedy Rachel Jones Sharon Tame Rachel Richards Shania
LeadDSL  eadteacher AHT Senior Teacher School EYFS Lead Birchenall
DHT Counsellor SENDCo

Do not book holidays during term time
This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your

child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least
2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for
taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please
ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time.

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and
above
Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s
attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -
Week 18f05flﬁ—22fl]5f26

% 95 | 96 [ 95 96 97 96 97 | 98 a8 98 a5 96

Lates| 2 1 2 0 o 2 4 2 1 0 1 0 0 6

Whole School Attendance so far this 96.8% School Target 97%
year

Well done 3L and 5F|: - Our attendance champions!



Ist June 2026 - all day
W8 01.06.26

3rd June 2026 - 9:1Sam
Sth June 2026 - 7:00pm
6th June 2026 - 10:00am
6th June 2026 - 2:00pm
Sth June 2026 - all day
WB 03.06.26

10th June 2026 - 9:1Sam
10th June 2026 - am
I1Sth to 17th June 2026
17th June 2026 - 9:1Sam

19th June 2026 - 9IS or 1:1S
24th June 2026 - 9:30am
26th June 2026 - 3:30pm

Ist July 2026 - all day
2nd July 2026 - pm

3rd July 2026 - pm

Sth July 2026 - 9:1Sam
th July 2026 - 2pm
10th July 2026 - 2pm
lath July 2026 - 9am
lath July 2026 - all day
I1Sth July 2026 - 9:30am
16th July 2026

17th July 2026
20th July 2026
21 July 2026

(ales JCOY’ nexl Kabc teym

Children return to school at normal time

Year 4 Multiplication check window - 3 weeks

Year S Mass in Church (and Year 4 classes attend) - parents welcome
Confirmation Mass for Year 6 in Church with Bishop David Evans

Holy Communion Mass for Year 3 in Church

Holy Communion Mass for Year 3 in Church

World Ocean Day - wear blue

Phonics check for Year | this week

Year 3 Mass in Church and Holy Communion celebration - parents welcome
Years 4, S, 6 Sports Day at Tudor Grange - wear house colours - parents welcome
Year 6 Residential at Alton Castle

Year | Mass (and Year 2 classes attend) - parents welcome

Fathers’ Day Inspire for Reception to Year 6

Whole School Mass - parents welcome

PTA event - Party in the Playground (ticketed event)

Transition Day (inc. new Reception cohort) - children meet their new teacher
Reception Sports Day - wear house colours

Years |, 2 and 3 Sports Day - wear house colours

Year 2 Mass in Church (and Year | classes attend) - parents welcome
Performance of Year é production to parents

Performance of Year é production to parents

Year 2 Prayer Service for parents

St Alphonsa House Feast Day - wear own clothes

Year 6 Leavers Mass (Whole School) - parents welcome

Break up for Summer holidays

Early finish time

1:40 finish time - Reception classes

1:4S finish time - KS| classes

1:50 finish time - sibling group

2:00 finish time - KS2 classes

Year 6 shirt signing on final day in school and 2:00pm quard of honou

INSET Days (CHILDREN NOT IN SCHOOL)



Next Year’s Term Dates - 2026-2027

Autumn
Term Wednesday 2™ September - Friday 23" October
Half-term
Monday 2" November - Friday 18" December
Spring
Term Monday 4" January - Thursday 11" February
Half-term
Monday 22" February - Thursday 25™ March
Summer
Term Monday 12™" April - Friday 28™ May
Half-term
Monday 7" June - Wednesday 21t July

School Closed:
Monday 3" May 2027 - May Bank Holiday

INSET DAYS
Tuesday 15t September 2026
Friday 2" October 2026
Friday 12t February 2027

2/3 more INSET days to be confirmed




. of the week’

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:

Year RB

Year RT

Year IF

Year IL

Year 2E
Year 2G
Year 3L
Year 3T
Year 67
Year M

Year SF
Year SM
Year 60
Year 6R

Lucian
Hana LG
2ikora
Sakura

Brando
Issac
2ikora
Florence
Tomas
Sophia

Victoria
Amelia
Arthur G
Abigail S

For his excellent painting of the very hungry caterpillar in UTW! He used a
variety of different shades of green.

For fantastic progress in phonics and for being a wonderful role-model when
walking around the school!

For working hard in all areas and living out St Mary’s mission in all that she
does

For always trying hard in everything that she does and being such a great role
model for the class.

For a huge improvement in his reading

For trying really hard with his SATS!

For always being resilient and making good choices, even when it is challenging!
For working hard this week and showing excellent team work

For great collaboration when creating a multiplication game in Computing!

For a creative narrative including rich detail and imagery as well as thoughtful
contributions in English lessons.

For her focus on her learning and being a calm class member

For always striving for excellence! So proud of you!

Incredibly insightful work in RE and such hard work in all of his lessons!

For always working incredibly hard and being a fantastic role model to others.




	May is dedicated to our Blessed Mother, Mary
	Our theme for the Summer term is: 'Stewardship’ Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Grateful and Generous’
	22nd May 2026

	CATHOLIC LIFE
	This week's Gospel
	John 17:1-2  ‘At that time: Jesus lifted up His eyes to Heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given Him.”
	Reflecting on this week’s Gospel, we learn: -
	Father in Heaven, I lift my eyes to You as Jesus did. Let Your glory shine through my life,and let the life of Your Son guide my heart. He holds authority over all things.  Help me trust in His power, His mercy, and His promise of eternal life. May my words and actions today honour You. Amen.


	Masses

	RE
	PRAYER
	In English, Year 2 tackled the suffixes “-ment” and “-ness” with confidence and curiosity.
	Year 1 learnt about the features of a tree in Science
	Reception  enjoyed exploring 2D and 3D shapes in their Maths learning. They used different language to describe the shapes
	In Maths, Year 3 worked hard on their Roman Numerals this week.
	In English, Year 6 recapped the features of a Non-Chronological Report in preparation for their reports about Natural Disasters!
	Year 4 edited their Exciting Writing about April meeting Bear inspired by The Last Bear.
	Year 5 had an incredible day on their trip to the Wyre Forest on Friday
	Celebrating success
	Statutory Testing
	World Oceans Day - wear blue on Friday 5th June 2026
	We are excited to announce that on Friday 5th June 2026 , our school will be celebrating World Oceans Day. This year, we are supporting the Marine Conservation Society, a registered charity dedicated to protecting our seas, shores, and wildlife. To show our support, we invite all children to wear blue and, if possible, donate £1 to the Marine Conservation Society (Registered charity in England and Wales 1004005)  via School Gateway.
	Additionally, we are pleased to welcome Severn Trent, who will be delivering assemblies to all children and conducting workshops for Year 4 students. This will be a fantastic opportunity for the children to learn more about the importance of our local water systems and the steps we can take to preserve them.
	Ahead of 05.06.26, there is also a special half term challenge for children to undertake - details can be found below!
	We appreciate your support in encouraging your children to participate in this important event. By wearing blue and making a small donation, they will be part of a global movement to protect our precious marine environments.
	Thank you for your cooperation and generosity.

	Year 6 Confirmation Mass - 5.6.26 at 7pm
	Our Year 6 children will be making their Confirmation on  Friday 5th June at 7pm We look forward to welcoming Bishop David to St. Mary's

	Holy Communions  6.6.26 10:00am 6.6.26 2:00pm Our Year 3 children will be making their First Holy Communion at St. Mary's Church on this weekend.  This marks the third major step on the children's journey of faith, when the children receive the sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time.
	To celebrate that many of the children will have made the Sacrament of Holy Communion, we invite all Y3 children to bring in their Holy Communion outfit/smart clothes, to school on Wednesday 10th June 2026. The children will wear their clothes/outfits to their Y3 Mass in Church on that Wednesday morning at 9:15am and will receive a special blessing from Fr. Hilary. All families are welcome to this Mass. Following the Mass, the children will have a little celebration in school before changing back in to their school uniform/PE kit.   Week beginning 8th June 2026 Please bring in Holy Communion outfits, in a named bag or on a named hanger. Please do not bring 'accessories' e.g. bags, gloves, veils and jewellery as we do not want anything to be lost/damaged.
	Sports Day for Year 4, 5 and 6 - 10.06.26  Years 4, 5 and 6 will be heading to Tudor Grange Stadium for their Sports Day—a highlight of the school year and an experience the children absolutely loved last year! It’s a fantastic opportunity for them to compete, cheer each other on, and enjoy the excitement of a real stadium setting. Children should come to school in their PE kits with a water bottle and arrive promptly for 8:30am, as the coaches will be leaving at 8:45am. Parents are very welcome to attend and enjoy the event from the designated spectator area.
	Year 6 Residential - Alton Castle 15th to 17th June 2026 If your child is going to Alton Castle and you were unable to attend the meeting on 30/04/2026, please ensure that you pick up an information pack from the School Office.  A polite reminder also that the second instalment of £50 was payable by Friday 15th May.
	Half-Term Challenge: Care for Our Blue Spaces
	New School Menus  Please see the new menus below which are starting after half term.  Please note, any changes to your child’s meal patterns must be communicated to the School Office in advance.
	PTA News
	Parent/Carer Information
	Parent/Carer Information
	KEEPING SAFE
	We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.  Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.
	Pastoral Team
	If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team
	If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team

	Do not book holidays during term time
	This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least 2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time.
	Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and above Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone. We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.
	Attendance and Punctuality: - Our attendance for last week was -


	Dates for next half term
	17th July 2026 20th July 2026 21st July 2026
	INSET Days (CHILDREN NOT IN SCHOOL)

	Next Year’s Term Dates - 2026-2027
	Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:
	Lucian
	Hana LG
	Zikora
	Sakura
	Brando Issac Zikora Florence Tomas Sophia
	Victoria Amelia Arthur G  Abigail S
	Year RB
	Year RT
	Year 1F
	Year 1L
	Year 2E Year 2G Year 3L Year 3T Year 4J Year 4M
	Year 5F Year 5M Year 6O Year 6R
	For his excellent painting of the very hungry caterpillar in UTW! He used a variety of different shades of green.  For fantastic progress in phonics and for being a wonderful role-model when walking around the school!    For working hard in all areas and living out St Mary’s mission in all that she does  For always trying hard in everything that she does and being such a great role model for the class.  For a huge improvement in his reading  For trying really hard with his SATS!  For always being resilient and making good choices, even when it is challenging!  For working hard this week and showing excellent team work  For great collaboration when creating a multiplication game in Computing!  For a creative narrative including rich detail and imagery as well as thoughtful contributions in English lessons.   For her focus on her learning and being a calm class member For always striving for excellence! So proud of you!   Incredibly insightful work in RE and such hard work in all of his lessons!  For always working incredibly hard and being a fantastic role model to others.

