
20th March 2026

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

March is dedicated to St. Joseph
Our theme for the Spring term is: 'Options for the Poor and Vulnerable’

Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Intentional and Prophetic’

Dear parents and carers,

It’s been such a wonderfully positive week in school, filled with energy, kindness, and a real sense of
togetherness. From classrooms to corridors, there’s been a strong feeling of community that reminds us
just how special our school family is... 

Our Lenten Journey
We have now completed Week 4 of our journey through Lent, marked on Sunday by Laetare Sunday.
Laetare, meaning “rejoice,” offers a moment of lightness and hope in the middle of this reflective season.
The rose‑coloured vestments traditionally worn on this day are a visual reminder of that gentle shift from
penitence to joy. It is also beautifully connected to our celebration of mothers, as the Church has long
associated Laetare Sunday with honouring “Mother Church” and, by extension, our own mothers. This sense
of gratitude, nurture and joy was very much at the heart of our Mother’s Day Inspire event.

Mother’s Day Inspire
This week began with our Mother’s Day Inspire event, and what a wonderful start to the week it was. It was a
joy to welcome so many mums, dads and grandparents into school to spend time alongside their children.
The atmosphere was full of warmth and excitement as families moved through a carousel of activities led
by our brilliant teachers: pilates, arts and crafts, French singing, Lego challenges, outdoor games and
computing were all on offer, and the smiles throughout said everything.
A huge thank you to our PTA for supporting the event and for providing refreshments and biscuits.  We are
also grateful to all families who took the time to complete the survey. The workshop received
overwhelmingly positive feedback, with 75% of respondents rating it as excellent and a further 20% rating it
as good. We know it is impossible to please everyone, and we always take feedback seriously, but we are
delighted that this event was enjoyed by the vast majority of our families and children.
Thank you for your kind messages about the event also: - 

Quotes from Parents
“Thank you to the staff for a lovely morning.”
“Very innovative idea. I really value the opportunity to support my daughter in her academic and creative
endeavours in her school setting. My future attendance is based on my availability rather than interest :).”
“Wonderful Mother's Day workshop. We enjoyed ourselves.”
“Great work. Best one yet!”
“Thank you for organising this event. It must have taken a huge amount of work.”
“This is really a good experience to have fun with my children in their school environment. The organisers
were fantastic with how they came about with this fantastic idea to celebrate mothers.”



Parents’ Evening Highlights
Our Parents’ Evening was a real success, and we were delighted to see such a fantastic turnout. Thank you
so much for your continued support—it truly makes all the difference. The feedback we received
throughout the evening was incredibly positive, and we’re so pleased that you enjoyed hearing about how
wonderfully your children are doing. We hope you also loved looking through the children’s books and
seeing the brilliant learning they’ve been working so hard on. It was a joy to share their achievements with
you, and we’re grateful for the strong partnership we have with our families.

Headline data from the parent survey
96% of parents agree or strongly agree that their children feel safe at school.
98% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school has a strong culture of safeguarding.
98% of parents agree or strongly agree that they know how to report concerns. 
93% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school promotes inclusion so that every child can
belong and thrive.
95% of parents, with children with SEND in school, agree or strongly agree that the school supports their
children well to achieve.
94% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school makes sure that children are well behaved.
96% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school promotes good attendance and acts quickly
when attendance falls.
96% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school gives the right support to enable children to do
well.
96% of parents agree or strongly agree that their is a good range of subjects available to the children.
93% of parents agree or strongly agree that their child does well at the school. 
100% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school supports the spiritual and wider personal
development of their child.
94% of parents agree or strongly agree that the school makes decisions, it has the child's best interests
at heart.
100% of parents said that they would recommend the school to another parent.

I’m sure you’ll agree that these results are a fantastic testament to the incredible hard work of our staff,
your children, and all of you at home. Together, you help create a culture where everyone strives for
excellence and every child is supported to achieve their full potential here at St. Mary’s. 

Staff news
Mrs Gidley will be leaving St. Mary’s at Easter as she has accepted an exciting new opportunity at a local
Catholic school. While we are, of course, sad to see her go, we are also delighted that she is taking this next
step in her career.
Mrs Gidley has been a valued member of our staff, and her dedication and 
warmth, has made a difference to our school community. 
We are grateful for everything she has contributed during her time with us.
Please join us in thanking her for her commitment and in wishing her every 
success and happiness in her new role. She will always remain a part of the 
St. Mary’s family.

Mrs Yorke, 
Headteacher



Catholic Life

This week's 
Gospel 

and Prayer

Masses

It is wonderful to see our the Lent
prayer bags being used at home.
Continue to tweet your photos

@StMaryB17

Lenten Prayer bags

John 9:6-7
‘Jesus spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then He anointed the
man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back, seeing.’ 

Reflecting on this week's Gospel message we:
Rejoice because the joy of Jesus’ Resurrection at
Easter is very near. 
Remember that Jesus healed the man born blind
physically and spiritually, giving him the joy of
sight and faith. 
Say ‘yes’ to Jesus’ help to grow in our faith and
friendship with Him, so we can see who He really
is. 
Celebrate the joy Jesus offers us as we give, act
and pray.

Reception led Mass in this fourth week of
Lent. They thought about their class Saint

(St Teresa of Calcutta) The children want to
follow her example by caring and sharing

and helping those in need.

Reception Mass - 18.3.26
St. Teresa of Calcutta

Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 25th
March 2026, starting promptly at 9:30am. This is a whole

school Mass and all parents are welcome to attend. 

Our next Mass: - Whole School Mass - 25.3.26
Annunciation of the Lord



Charity

We are raising money for Father Hudson’s Caritas this Lent

Catholic Life

Year 4 are ready with their trolley to accept donations to St Basil’s everyday at 3:30pm outside
the Main Office (or bring in donations to School at other times). 

Please see the ‘wish list’ below if you would like to donate.

Year 4 are collecting donations for St Basil’s



Supporting our Lenten charities: - 
CAFOD, Father Hudson’s, St. Basil’s and Heathcote House

Year

5

Year 5 will be supporting Fr. Hudson’s by creating and selling
artwork inspired by ‘The story of a Refugee’, using the distinctive

style of Keith Haring. Through their artwork, children will raise
both awareness and funds to support the charity’s work with

vulnerable families. 

Reception class will be taking part in The Big Lent Walk!
Our smallest children will be asking for sponsorship to walk 200km

collaboratively over Lent. Your donations can change lives!
All money raised through the Big Lent Walk will help fight poverty globally.

Year

R

Year

1

Year

2

Year

4

Year 1 will be taking part in acts of kindness, by sharing a smile,
kind words, a skill or talent, a language, a story and a toy. They

will work towards an afternoon of fair play and using these skills
together. Children can be sponsored for their charity work, and

all money raised will go towards our Fr. Hudson’s appeal.  

Year 2 will be visiting our residents at Heathcote House
during Lent - gifting them with their time. The children

are looking forward to reading, singing and playing
games with the residents.

Year

3

Year 3 are taking part in the coins for CAFOD Lent Appeal.
Children will place spare coins into a class pot throughout

Lent for CAFOD, helping communities grow food, build water
systems and protect crops. 

Year 4 children have been reading ‘The nightbus hero in class’ and
would like to support local homeless charity ‘St. Basil’s; with a food

collection. A visitor from St. Basil’s will be coming into school to
talk to the children about her role and what happens in a homeless
shelter. We need lots of items in the Year 4 trolley so that she can

take it back to St. Basils, for distribution to people in need.

Year

6

Year 6 will be exploring local and national community needs as part
of their Lent charity work. After researching, the children wish to

‘Get Involved with the Brushstrokes Community Project’. Children
will identify and then gather items that will make a difference in

supporting families through this project.



Gratitude

Lent Reflection
During Lent, we focus on penance, prayer, fasting and

almsgiving. In Laetare Sunday - the Fourth Sunday of Lent -
Rose vestments lift some of the gloom of the season by

reminding us that Christmas and Easter will soon be here.
We can grow in gratitude and thanks - for all that we have

been given— our life, our family, and our free will to love
God and our neighbour. Mothers’ Day also follows this week
of gratitude and thinking about our Heavenly Mother, Mary.

 "Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” - 
Psalm 107: 1-3

scripture

There are lots of things to be thankful for. It is important to give thanks to God and
each other and appreciate what we have. This Lent, we can show gratitude to God
for his love and mercy, by turning out hearts outwards to our neighbours and the

whole of creation, living out our school mission ‘loving all people’ and ‘loving life itself.’ 

reflection

What are you thankful for? How can you show and give 
thanks and be generous, this Lent?

open question

A Creative Reflection Express your thoughts and ideas in
whatever way you wish. You may create a picture, a prayer, a

poem or gift to show somebody that you are grateful for
them or grateful for a piece of nature. Include scripture and

religious art work as part of your creative reflections.

Task

thanks

We would like children to embrace their Lent journey with learning 
and prayer time in school and within their homes too... 

Complete the task and bring your project in for our Lent displays
and prayer areas



Prayer

Remarkable RE

Year 3 reflected on
gratitude during their
prayer time this week.
They made thank you

notes to somebody they
are thankful for.

Year 4 led prayer
outdoors in the
beautiful spring

surroundings. The fresh
air and nature helped

us truly feel the
presence of our
forgiving God.

Well done to our
winners of the

Remarkable RE Award!
Your hard work and

diligence in RE is truly
remarkable!



Year 4 have designed
prototypes for sandals that

will actually fit their feet.
Children thought about how
to attach the fastening to be
able to take the sandal off..

With fresh inspiration following their
visit to the Black Country Museum last
week, Year 2 have been learning about

what happened to coal mining in
Britain! They made posters to explain

what happened.

The children in year 6 have been
really creative in their maths

lessons this week, including taking
part in a range of different ratio

and proportion activities, such as:
Lego building and making

(pretend) pancakes!

EYFS have been wonderful
writers in literacy, recalling all

the fun they had on their
visit to Attwell farm last

week. 



Mother’s Day Inspire Workshop- 16th March 2026

Modigliani inspired
portraits of our mums.

Pilates with Miss Bennett in the hall

Opportunity to get crafty -
making beautiful mother’s

day cards

Coding using Scratch Sharing stories

Thank you to everyone who attended our Mother’s Day Inspire Workshop on Monday. It
was wonderful to see the children enjoying a range of activities with their family
member. We’re delighted with the feedback from our families too. Thank you for

supporting your children and the school! 

Outdoor ball games

Lego and card games



World Down Syndrome Day - 20th March 2026

Lots of socks! To celebrate World Down Syndrome
Day, the children wore bright, bold, and even

mismatched socks. The brighter and crazier - the
better! Socks were chosen as the basis of this

international campaign because chromosomes are
thought to look a little bit like pairs of socks. This

year, every child planted a sunflower today in
school which have taken home!



WB 23.03.2026

Year 6 Prayer Service - 26.3.26
The Year 6 Prayer Service is taking place in

the School Hall on Thursday 26  March
starting at 9:00am. Parents/Carers are

warmly welcomed to attend.

th

Holy Week
Holy Week is the most important week for us as we journey with Jesus to the
foot of the cross. Each day, next week, the children will attend a service that is

led by another year group that takes them through the Passion of Jesus... 
We will began on Friday 27th with Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem,

where palms were waved and the people sang Hosanna!

Year 6 Harborne Library Visit - 24.3.26
Year 5 will be visiting Harborne Library next Tuesday.

5F will leave at 8:45am
5M will leave at 10:15am

If you are a parent who would like to attend and
support walking to and from the library, please let the

Year 5 staff know. 

Year 6 Confirmation Workshop - 24.3.26
Year 6 Confirmation workshop is on 

Tuesday 24th March at 1:30pm.
Children will be design a cross to represent their
chosen Confirmation Saint and will paint this to

join our display of crosses in the school corridor. 

Upcoming Events

Reconciliation Service for Year 4, 5 and 6 
Children will be going over to the Church on 30.3.26 for

Confession as part of our final preparations.  You can
help your child prepare for this at home by thinking

about 2 or 3 things that they are sorry for.

Reception Easter Bonnet parade 
Wednesday 1st April at 1:45pm

Parents are invited to join their children in the school hall
on 1.4.26 as they parade and show off their Easter bonnets.

Children are able to come to school wearing their own
clothes on Tuesday.



Upcoming Dates and Events

The Passion of our Lord Jesus - Stations of the
Cross - Thursday 2nd April - 11am

Parents and the Parish Community are welcome
to join us in St. Mary's Church on Thursday 2nd

April at 11am, as our Year 6 children lead us
through the Stations of the Cross. All KS2

children will be in attendance.

Year 6 Residential - Alton Castle
15  to 17  June 2026th th

The Year 6 residential is booked for June... leaving on
15  June and returning on 17  June. th th

Further information about the trip and parent
meetings will soon follow.  

If you would like your child to attend the trip, a non-
refundable deposit of £25 is to be paid by 27  March

2026. 

th

SATs Week for Year 6
Children in Year 6 will be taking their SATs Tests from 

Monday 11th May - Thursday 14th May 2026.
All Year 6 children are required to be in school every day

during SATs week.  

Archdiocese News

Young people from eight Birmingham Archdiocese Catholic secondary schools are collaborating
for a special performance featuring stirring music performed live by Jo Boyce with a band and

chamber orchestra.   His Grace, Archbishop Longley, has recently given his endorsement of the
event and our young people are encouraged to support this special event.

Find out more below!

To buy tickets, please visit: https://bmusic.co.uk/events/born-for-this 



Upcoming PTA Events

PTA Spring Disco
 Friday 27  Marchth

St Mary’s Parish Centre
6:30pm to 8:30pm

Tickets available on SHOCAL

Sporting Competitions

Children from Years 3-5, were chosen to take
part in a collaborative maths/sports event

‘Mathlympics’, competing with local primary
schools at Bishop Challoner. We placed 6th out

of 12, which is a very respectable effort.
 Well done everyone!

Our netball team played Woodhouse primary
on Wednesday and were phenomenal. Despite
the score not going our way, the team played

wonderfully well. 



Parish Centre Refurbishment Survey
Dear Parents

The Parish Centre offers facilities for group meetings, classes and private parties:
see our website at http://www.saintmarysharborne.org.uk/centre.html
The Centre is now 35 years old, and in need of refurbishment, which we are
planning to fund from bids to charitable bodies.

Before submitting these applications, we are carrying out a survey of current and
potential users. The purpose is to understand how the Centre is viewed and what
facilities people would like it to provide. This feedback will help shape both the
refurbishment design and our funding applications.

We would therefore be grateful if you would complete the questionnaire which
can be accessed at: ST MARY’S RC PARISH HARBORNE Improving Our Parish
Centre Survey for School Parents – Fill out form

This survey will be carried out within the Church 
towards the end of March, and we ask that you 
please only complete it once.
With many thanks for your support.

Fr Hilary I Basil
Parish Priest

Parish News



Community news

Signposting for Easter Activities
This section is to sign-post activities that are taking place over Easter, which you may wish to

engage with. As a school we are only sign-posting not necessarily endorsing these clubs. 



Information for Parents

If your family needs help, Early
Help is available, Please speak to
Mrs Noone or contact the Early

Help office local to you. 
We can also provide details of all
the parenting courses provided

through the Family Hubs so please
ask if you would like details.

Community news



If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral
team

Louise Yorke
Headteacher

Rachel Jones
Senior Teacher

Rachel Richards
EYFS Lead

Sharon Tame
School

Counsellor

Laura Noone
Lead DSL

DHT

Jade Preedy
AHT

Shania
Birchenall
SENDCo

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and
above

Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s

attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your
child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least

2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for
taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please

ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time. 

Do not book holidays during term time

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse. 
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

K E E P I N G  S A F E

Pastoral Team 
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team



Dates for this term
Spring theme - 

Spring I1 Virtues

24th March 2026 - am

24th March 2026 - 1:30pm

25th March 2026 - 9:30am

26th March 2026 - 9:00am

27th March 2026 - 6:30-8:30pm

WB 30.3.26

30th March 2026 - pm

1st April 2026 - 1:45pm

2nd April 2026 - 11:00am

2nd April 2026 

Options for the Poor and Vulnerable

Intentional and Prophetic

Year 5 library visit - 5F (8:45) and 5M (10:15)

Year 6 Confirmation Workshop with parents

Whole School Mass - parents welcome

Year 6 prayer service for parents

PTA event - Spring Disco in Parish 

Holy Week

Reconciliation Service for children in Years 4/5/6

Reception class - Easter Bonnet parade

Year 6 Stations of the Cross in Church for KS2 and parent

Break up for Easter Holidays

1:40 finish time - Reception classes

1:45 finish time - KS1 classes

1:50 finish time - sibling group

2:00 finish time - KS2 classes

Tuesday 21  July 2026 st

 Thursday 7th May 2026 - local elections 

Term Dates



Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week: 

Banjamin
Suzie
Keith
Heaven
Joey

Sophie E
Matti

Michelle
Anji

Scarlett-Rose
Ben

Sebastian
Josh
Safa

For being a kind and friendly member of our class  
Fantastic independent writing about our farm trip 
For his love and enthusiasm in Maths lessons and working hard across all lessons! 
for trying really hard in maths, even when it felt too tricky. Well done! 
For reading his exciting writing beautifully to the class 
For trying hard in all areas of her learning 
For always trying his best in his work even when he can find it challenging! 
For really making strides to improve her writing which is an absolute pleasure to read 
For being a role-model to others and for her determination to try her best in every lesson. 
For being a wonderful, well-mannered, polite behaviour role model to her peers 
He has been working really hard on his handwriting and the general presentation of his
learning. 
For always being so helpful and having such a positive attitude 
Being a fantastic role model and improving so much in your English 
For working incredibly hard across all subjects, especially RE. Well done! 

Year RB
Year RT
Year 1F
Year 1L
Year 2E
Year 2G
Year 3L
Year 3T
Year 4J
Year 4M
Year 5F

Year 5M
Year 6O
Year 6R
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