
27 February 2026

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

February is dedicated to the Holy Family
Our theme for the Spring term is: 'Options for the Poor and Vulnerable’

Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Intentional and Prophetic’

Dear parents and carers,

Theme - 1st week of Lent - Fasting 
This week we entered the season of Lent, a time in the Church’s year when we pause, reflect, and make
space to grow closer to Jesus. Although Ash Wednesday fell during the half‑term break, the children have
returned with a thoughtful attitude towards this special season. Across school, we have been reflecting on
Jesus’ time in the desert and the meaning of fasting—not simply giving something up, but creating room in
our hearts for prayer, acts of kindness, and almsgiving.

Lent prayer bags - a chance to pray together at home as a family
Our Spiritual Council has worked incredibly hard to prepare the Lent Prayer Bags, which have now begun
going home. These offer a lovely opportunity for families to pray together during Lent. We would be
delighted to see how you use them—please feel free to email photos to the school office or share them on
X using @StMaryB17.

M&M Productions of Oliver Twist for KS2
A real highlight of the week was the Oliver Twist production for our KS2 pupils. The performance was
exceptional and such a memorable experience for the children. Opportunities like this enrich the
curriculum and help our pupils develop confidence, imagination, and cultural awareness—an important part
of their wider education.

KS2
Thank you also to our Reception staff and all the parents who joined the Early Maths Workshop, this
afternoon. It was wonderful to see such strong engagement and enthusiasm. Your partnership makes a real
difference to the children’s learning.

Next week: -
Next week is shaping up to be a very full and exciting one, so I wanted to give you a brief overview of what’s
ahead.

Decorate an egg competition
Our School Council are working hard to raise funds for a new activity trail, and we are excited to launch our
Decorate an Egg competition. Children are invited to bring in a creatively decorated hard‑boiled egg on
Monday, with the £3 entry fee paid via School Gateway. All entries will be showcased in our very own
“Egg‑hibition” on Friday 6th March at 3:45pm, where families are warmly welcome to come along for a small
entry fee. Every penny raised will go directly towards the new trail. We can’t wait to see the children’s
imaginative designs—time to get painting this weekend!



Book character costume or pyjamas for Thursday 5  Marchth

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day next week with a range of reading‑themed activities
across school. Children are invited to come dressed as their favourite book character, or, if they prefer, in
their cosiest pyjamas. To support families, we are holding a costume collection in school, with donated
outfits available for any child who would like one. Donations are welcome until Monday 2nd March, and
children who donate a costume will be entered into a prize draw for Scholastic book vouchers to use at our
book fair.

National Careers Week
Next week is Careers Week, and we are delighted to be welcoming a wide range of visitors into school.
Throughout the week, pupils will hear from professionals across many different fields, helping them broaden
their understanding of the world of work and see how their learning connects to real‑life opportunities.
These experiences are an important part of our commitment to the Gatsby Benchmarks, giving children
meaningful encounters with employers and raising their aspirations for the future.
We are incredibly grateful to the parents who have kindly offered their time to speak to the children about
the jobs they do. Your support enriches the week and makes these opportunities possible. If you are
delivering a talk, please send any PowerPoints or resources in advance so we can ensure everything is
ready for your visit.

Thank you all for your ongoing support and I wish you a very happy weekend,

Mrs Yorke, 
Headteacher

Catholic Life

This week's 
Gospel 

and Prayer

Matthew 4:1-2
‘Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted

by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, 
He was hungry.’

Reflecting on this week's Gospel message
we learn:

That Jesus’ temptations in the desert
reveal His complete trust in God the
Father. 
We must trust in Him and remember
that He is always with us. 
We must ask for His help when we are
tempted or when we face difficulties. 



Masses

As we have now entered the liturgical season of Lent,
our wonderful Spiritual Council have prepared our
Lent prayer bags. We hope that you enjoy using

them with your children to support your reflection
time and prayer at home. Please tweet any pictures

of them being used and tag us in @StMaryB17 or
send pictures in to our enquiry email.

Lenten Prayer bags

Prayer

Year 6 Mass - 25.2.25 

Our next Mass in Church will be on
Wednesday 4  March 2026, starting

promptly at 9:15am. Year 3 will be leading this
Mass and Year 4 will also be in attendance.

th

All parents are welcome to attend. 

Our next Mass: - Year 3 Mass 
- 2  week of Lentnd

Year 6 led a beautiful Mass on
Wednesday for the first week of

Lent where the children reflected
on the importance of penance.

Examples of prayer this week...

Reception held a
special prayer service

and offered their
promises up to Jesus.

In child-led prayer, Year
5 thought about what it

means to fast during
the season of Lent.

Year 6 have been using
Mark 10 Mission as part
of their morning prayer.



Catholic Life
Our RE learning...

Reception have written special
promises to walk with Jesus this

Lent and follow His example. 

Year 1 began their RE unit all about the liturgical season
of lent. They started by thinking about the ways they can
be more like Jesus during this special time. The children

then made their own Lenten promises.

All classes have been exploring
the virtues for this half-term,

and updating their virtues tree.
Here are Year 2 and Year 5's

examples of how they are going
to be intentional and prophetic.

Year 5 have been learning about
the three pillars of Lent.

During Lent, and inspired
by their whole-class text
‘The Night Bus Hero’, Year
4 children are collecting
for St. Basil’s homeless

charity. We would
appreciate any donations.

Year 6 have been
reading the Gospels

and noting down how
we should live our

lives this Lent,
according to Jesus’

teachings. 



Spotlight on our ‘Amazing Art’ 

Year 1 have created Modigliani inspired portraits

Year 4 are very proud of their Picasso inspired
 portraits on display in school

Year 4 are now working on their mosaics in Art lessons. 

Oliver Twist
Performance for KS2

KS2 loved the performance of Oliver Twist this week - the acting and
singing was superb and it was a wonderful treat for the children! Year

6 enjoyed a special workshop with the cast afterwards also.



Online Safety and Early Help Coffee Morning 
Tuesday 24 February 

Thank you to our parents/carers who attended the Online Safety and
Early Help Coffee Morning on Tuesday. Mrs Gidley shared some
essential information about children’s online activity and how

parents/carers can keep their children safe. This was followed by a talk
from Natasha Simms, our local Early Help Coordinator, who spoke to our
parents/carers about all the help and support available to our families
as part of the Early Help offer in Edgbaston. Feedback from the event

was overwhelming positive with parents/carers welcoming the
signposting of help and how school are teaching children about online
safety. 100% of attendees would attend a similar event in the future -a

workshop to offer practical help to parents/carers on how to set up
parental controls on online devices was discussed and this will now be

explored as a potential future event. Watch this space!

For further information
about Early Help, please
speak to Mrs Noone or

contact the Early Help office
local to you. 

We can also provide details
of all the parenting courses

provided through the Family
Hubs so please ask if you

would like details.



WB 02.03.26

Year 2
assembly

School Council Fundraising
‘Decorate an Egg’ competition - WB 2.3.26

To help raise funds for a new activity trail, children are
invited to take part in our Decorate an Egg competition by

bringing in a creatively decorated hard‑boiled egg on
Monday 2nd March with a £3 entry fee. All entries will be
displayed in our “Egg‑hibition” on Friday 6th March at

3:45pm, where families can come along for a small entry fee,
with all proceeds going towards the new trail. Thank you for

supporting this fun community event and helping us
improve our outdoor play space.

National Careers Week - WB 2.3.26
Next week is National Careers Week, the children will

have the opportunity to learn about a range of different
careers, with a full timetable of various talks and visitors.

World Book Day - 05.03.26
The children will be celebrating the wonderful world of

books all day on Thursday 5th March. Children can
come to school dressed as their favourite book

character on this day. There will be a donation for
charity that can be paid on Gateway.  

Year 2 Assembly - 06.03.26
We are looking forward to welcoming parents of all
Year 2 children into school on Friday 6th March for

their year group assembly.

Chinese Menu - Tuesday 3  March 2026rd

Next week, on Tuesday, we are offering a Chinese
inspired menu as it was recently the start of the

Chinese New Year. If your child isn’t normally
school dinners, but would like to have our Chinese
themed menu - please let the school office know

via Gateway by 2  March 2026.nd



Future Dates

Year 2 trip to Black Country Living Museum
 on Friday 13  Marchth

This trip has been carefully planned to
complement their local history learning. Children
should wear school outdoor PE kit and trainers;

and dress suitably for the weather. They will
return before the end of the school day.

SATs Week for Year 6
Children in Year 6 will be taking their SATs Tests from 

Monday 11th May - Thursday 14th May 2026.
All Year 6 children are required to be in school every day

during SATs week.  

Reception trip to Attwell Farm
 on Thursday 12  Marchth

Reception class are learning about where food comes
from and farm animals. For this trip, children will need

to wear their PE kit: warm, black / navy jogging
bottoms, their school top and cardigan / jumper, and
they should wear wellies/boots. Please ensure that

your child wears a waterproof coat too.

Tuesday 17  March and Thursday 19  March 2026th th

Mothers’ Day Inspire - 16.3.26 9:15-11:00 or 1:15-3:00
To celebrate Mother’s Day, we are hosting a special play-based
‘Parents and children Inspire workshop’ in school. This workshop
has been designed for mums but of course dads or any family
member can attend. The person attending must be an adult

over 18 years of age. We have planned some fun activities, led
by staff in school, where you can work with your children across

the year groups.  More details to follow on Monday.



Parent Notices

 
In accordance with our policy (Medicines - Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions and
Managing Medications Policy 2025 - 2027), only prescription medications will be
administered at school providing the scheduled dose falls within the school day and where
we have parents/carers’ written consent. All prescription medications should be brought to
the school office by an adult where a Consent to Administer Medication form will be
completed and details of the medication can be added to Medical Tracker. Under no
circumstances should medication ever be sent into school in a child’s bag. 
 
Furthermore, unless medications such as paracetamol, ibuprofen or similar etc have been
prescribed, we cannot administer them in school. If a child requires pain relief during the
school day, please ask your GP to prescribe the medication (and follow the above process
as per our policy) or you are welcome to come into school to administer the medication
yourself. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in helping us ensure that all medication in school is
managed safely and in line with our statutory responsibilities. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact the school office, where staff will be happy to assist.
 

 

Medication in School

School Uniform Expectations
As you will be aware, wearing a school uniform is an important part of our school community.  It

helps promote our shared values, creates a strong sense of belonging, and reduces social
pressure so all children feel equal and included. Uniform also supports focus and good learning

habits by minimising distractions, while ensuring pupils are dressed safely, comfortably, and
appropriately for school activities. 

Our uniform guide is published on the school’s website but we would like to draw your attention
to the following:

Children should only be wearing trainers when they are wearing their PE kit on a day when a
PE lesson is scheduled. On a non-PE day, children should be wearing school shoes (NB –
boots are not permitted).
Children should be in their winter uniforms which includes a shirt/blouse and tie. Gold polo
shirts are part of the school’s summer uniform and should not be worn until after Easter.
Only dark navy or black plain tracksuit bottoms can be worn for PE e.g.: no other colours and
no cycling shorts or leggings.
Only one pair of plain studs and a wristwatch are permitted (no smart watches) – jewellery
cannot be worn to school for safety reasons. 
No extreme hairstyles e.g.: unnatural hair colours, shaved lines etc. 
Long hair must be tied back.

There is help available if you need support with school uniform - please speak to a member of the
Pastoral Team for further information. Thank you for your ongoing support. 



If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral
team

Louise Yorke
Headteacher

Rachel Jones
Senior Teacher

Rachel Richards
EYFS Lead

Sharon Tame
School

Counsellor

Laura Noone
Lead DSL

DHT

Jade Preedy
AHT

Shania
Birchenall
SENDCo

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and
above

Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s

attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your
child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least

2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for
taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please

ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time. 

Do not book holidays during term time

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse. 
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

K E E P I N G  S A F E

Pastoral Team 
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team



information for parents



Community news

Signposting for half-term activities
This section is to sign-post activities that are taking place over half-term, which you may wish
to engage with. As a school we are only sign-posting not necessarily endorsing these clubs. 



Dates for this term
Spring theme - 

Spring I1 Virtues

WB 2.3.26

4th March 2026 - 9:15am

5th March 2026 - all day

6th March 2026 - 9:15am

10th March 2026 - am

11th March 2026 - 9:15am

12th March 2026 - all day

13th March 2026 - all day 

16th March 2026- 9:15am 1:15pm

17th March 2026 - am

17th March 2026 - pm

18th March 2026 - 9:15am

19th March 2026 - pm

20th March 2026 - all day

24th March 2026 - am

24th March 2026 - 1:30pm

25th March 2026 - 9:30am

26th March 2026 - 9:00am

27th March 2026 - 6:30-8:30pm

WB 30.3.26

30th March 2026 - pm

1st April 2026 - 1:45pm

2nd April 2026 - 11:00am

2nd April 2026 

Options for the Poor and Vulnerable

Intentional and Prophetic

Careers Week / Vocations week

Year 3 Mass (and Year 4 classes attend) - parents welcome

World book day - dress as your favourite book character

Year 2 Year group assembly

Year 3 library visit - 3L (8:45) and 3T (10:15)

Year 1 Mass in Church (and Year 2 classes attend) - parents welcome

Reception school trip to Attwell farm

Year 2 trip to Black Country Living Museum

Mothers’ Day Inspire Event in school

Year 6 library visit - 6R (8:45) and 6O (10:15)

Parent Consultation Evening

Reception Mass in Church (with Year 6 buddies) - parents welcome

Parent Consultation Evening

Down Syndrome Awareness Day

Year 5 library visit - 5F (8:45) and 5M (10:15)

Year 6 Confirmation Workshop with parents

Whole School Mass - parents welcome

Year 6 prayer service for parents

PTA event - Spring Disco in Parish 

Holy Week

Reconciliation Service for children in Years 4/5/6

Reception class - Easter Bonnet parade

Year 6 Stations of the Cross in Church for KS2 and parent

Break up for Easter Holidays

1:40 finish time - Reception classes

1:45 finish time - KS1 classes

1:50 finish time - sibling group

2:00 finish time - KS2 classes



Term Dates: -
Academic Year 2025-2026

Tuesday 21  July 2026 st

 Thursday 7th May 2026 - local elections 


