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February is dedicated to the Holy Family

Our theme for the Spring term is: 'Options for the Poor and Vulnerable’
Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Intentional and Prophetic’

Dear parents and carers,

27 February 2026

Theme - 1st week of Lent - Fasting

This week we entered the season of Lent, a time in the Church’s year when we pause, reflect, and make
space to grow closer to Jesus. Although Ash Wednesday fell during the half-term break, the children have
returned with a thoughtful attitude towards this special season. Across school, we have been reflecting on
Jesus’ time in the desert and the meaning of fasting—not simply giving something up, but creating room in
our hearts for prayer, acts of kindness, and almsgiving.

Lent prayer bags - a chance to pray together at home as a family

Our Spiritual Council has worked incredibly hard to prepare the Lent Prayer Bags, which have now begun
going home. These offer a lovely opportunity for families to pray together during Lent. We would be
delighted to see how you use them—please feel free to email photos to the school office or share them on
X using @StMaryB17.

M&M Productions of Oliver Twist for KS2

A real highlight of the week was the Oliver Twist production for our KS2 pupils. The performance was
exceptional and such a memorable experience for the children. Opportunities like this enrich the
curriculum and help our pupils develop confidence, imagination, and cultural awareness—an important part
of their wider education.

KS2

Thank you also to our Reception staff and all the parents who joined the Early Maths Workshop, this
afternoon. It was wonderful to see such strong engagement and enthusiasm. Your partnership makes a real
difference to the children'’s learning.

Next week: -
Next week is shaping up to be a very full and exciting one, so | wanted to give you a brief overview of what's
ahead.

Decorate an egg competition

Our School Council are working hard to raise funds for a new activity trail, and we are excited to launch our
Decorate an Egg competition. Children are invited to bring in a creatively decorated hard-boiled egg on
Monday, with the £3 entry fee paid via School Gateway. All entries will be showcased in our very own
“Egg-hibition” on Friday 6th March at 3:45pm, where families are warmly welcome to come along for a small
entry fee. Every penny raised will go directly towards the new trail. We can't wait to see the children’s
imaginative designs—time to get painting this weekend!



Book character costume or pyjamas for Thursday 5" March

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day next week with a range of reading-themed activities
across school. Children are invited to come dressed as their favourite book character, or, if they prefer, in
their cosiest pyjamas. To support families, we are holding a costume collection in school, with donated
outfits available for any child who would like one. Donations are welcome until Monday 2nd March, and
children who donate a costume will be entered into a prize draw for Scholastic book vouchers to use at our
book fair.

National Careers Week

Next week is Careers Week, and we are delighted to be welcoming a wide range of visitors into school.
Throughout the week, pupils will hear from professionals across many different fields, helping them broaden
their understanding of the world of work and see how their learning connects to real-life opportunities.
These experiences are an important part of our commitment to the Gatsby Benchmarks, giving children
meaningful encounters with employers and raising their aspirations for the future.

We are incredibly grateful to the parents who have kindly offered their time to speak to the children about
the jobs they do. Your support enriches the week and makes these opportunities possible. If you are
delivering a talk, please send any PowerPoints or resources in advance so we can ensure everything is
ready for your visit.

Thank you all for your ongoing support and | wish you a very happy weekend,

Mrs Yorke,
Headteacher

Cathohc Llfe

Matthew 4:1-2
‘Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights,
He was hungry.’

Reflecting on this week's Gospel message
we learn:

* That Jesus’ temptations in the desert
reveal His complete trust in God the
Father.

¢ We must trust in Him and remember
that He is always with us.

* We must ask for His help when we are
tempted or when we face difficulties.




Year 6 Mass - 25.2.25

Year 6 led a beautiful Mass on
Wednesday for the first week of
Lent where the children reflected

on the importance of penance.

LENT

A Time To Prepare

Our next Mass: - Year 3 Mass
- 2" week of Lent

Our next Mass in Church will be on
Wednesday 4" March 2026, starting

promptly at 9:15am. Year 3 will be leading this
‘ ﬁ ﬁ |_| ﬁ ﬁ \ Mass and Year 4 will also be in attendance.

All parents are welcome to attend.

Prayer

As we have now entered the liturgical season of Lent,
our wonderful Spiritual Council have prepared our
Lent prayer bags. We hope that you enjoy using
them with your children to support your reflection
time and prayer at home. Please tweet any pictures
of them being used and tag us in @StMaryB17 or
send pictures in to our enquiry email.

Examples of prayer this week...

Reception held a In child-led prayer, Year )
. ; : Year 6 have been using
special prayer service 5 thought about what it MR M :
and offered their means to fast during & SRl

: of their morning prayer.
promises up to Jesus. the season of Lent. g pray




Catholic Life

Our RE learning...

Reception have written special Year 5 have been learning about
promises to walk with Jesus this the three pillars of Lent.
Lent and follow His example.

All classes have been exploring by their whole-class text

the virtues for this half-term, ‘The Night Bus Hero’, Year
and updating their virtues tree. 4 children are collecting

Here are Year 2 and Year 5's for St. Basil's homeless
examples of how they are going charity. We would

to be intentional and prophetic. appreciate any donations.

Year 1 began their RE unit all about the liturgical season
of lent. They started by thinking about the ways they can
be more like Jesus during this special time. The children
then made their own Lenten promises.

Year 6 have been
reading the Gospels
and noting down how
we should live our
lives this Lent,
according to Jesus’
teachings.




Mpotlight oh oyr ‘Amazing N‘t S

Year 4 are very proud of their Picasso inspired
portraits on display in school

Year 4 are now working on their mosaics in Art lessons.

b,

KS2 loved the performance of Oliver Twist this week - the acting and
singing was superb and it was a wonderful treat for the children! Year
6 enjoyed a special workshop with the cast afterwards also.




Online Safety and Early Help Coffee Morning 3K

Tuesday 24 February

Thank you to our parents/carers who attended the Online Safety and
Early Help Coffee Morning on Tuesday. Mrs Gidley shared some
essential information about children’s online activity and how
parents/carers can keep their children safe. This was followed by a talk
from Natasha Simms, our local Early Help Coordinator, who spoke to our
parents/carers about all the help and support available to our families
as part of the Early Help offer in Edgbaston. Feedback from the event
was overwhelming positive with parents/carers welcoming the
signposting of help and how school are teaching children about online
safety. 100% of attendees would attend a similar event in the future -a
workshop to offer practical help to parents/carers on how to set up
parental controls on online devices was discussed and this will now be
explored as a potential future event. Watch this space!

HELP FOR ALL FAMILIES | | S\ |

PARTNERSHIP

For further information Yy ™ o Ty =
about Early Help, please = .
speak to Mrs Noone or "
contact the Early Help office
local to you.
We can also provide details
of all the parenting courses
provided through the Family
Hubs so please ask if you EY
would like details. <
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WB 02.03.26

School Council Fundraising
‘Decorate an Egg’ competition - WB 2.3.26
To help raise funds for a new activity trail, children are
invited to take part in our Decorate an Egg competition by
bringing in a creatively decorated hard-boiled egg on
Monday 2nd March with a £3 entry fee. All entries will be
displayed in our “Egg-hibition” on Friday 6th March at
3:45pm, where families can come along for a small entry fee,
with all proceeds going towards the new trail. Thank you for
supporting this fun community event and helping us
improve our outdoor play space.

National Careers Week - WB 2.3.26
Next week is National Careers Week, the children will
have the opportunity to learn about a range of different
careers, with a full timetable of various talks and visitors.

Mains:
* Chinese Inspired Beef Burger
with Bap served with Hoisin \ 3] :
Ketchup & Asian Slaw \ X4 2= %
* Vegetable Burger with Bap \ ;" Tuesday, 3rd March "7 «* §
served with Hoisin Ketchup : il . J
Ausanchy | Chinese Menu - Tuesday 3 March 2026
« Chicken Chow Mein 4
*FishFingers iR Wl Next week, on Tuesday, we are offering a Chinese
4 Mini Ring Doughnut inspired menu as it was recently the start of the
drizzled with . . . ,
Condensed Milk Chinese New Year. If your child isn't normally
. Mango Pudding . . .
Fresh fruit Salad school dinners, but would like to have our Chinese

themed menu - please let the school office know
via Gateway by 2" March 2026.

World Book Day - 05.03.26
The children will be celebrating the wonderful world of
books all day on Thursday 5th March. Children can
come to school dressed as their favourite book
character on this day. There will be a donation for
charity that can be paid on Gateway.

Year 2 Assembly - 06.03.26

Year 2 We are looking forward to welcoming parents of all
assembly Year 2 children into school on Friday 6th March for
their year group assembly.




Future Dates

Reception trip to Attwell Farm
on Thursday 12" March
Reception class are learning about where food comes
from and farm animals. For this trip, children will need
to wear their PE kit: warm, black / navy jogging
bottoms, their school top and cardigan / jumper, and
they should wear wellies/boots. Please ensure that
your child wears a waterproof coat too.

Year 2 trip to Black Country Living Museum
on Friday 13" March
This trip has been carefully planned to
complement their local history learning. Children
should wear school outdoor PE kit and trainers;
and dress suitably for the weather. They will
return before the end of the school day.

Mothers’ Day Inspire - 16.3.26 9:15-11:00 or 1:15-3:00
To celebrate Mother’s Day, we are hosting a special play-based
‘Parents and children Inspire workshop' in school. This workshop
has been designed for mums but of course dads or any family
member can attend. The person attending must be an adult
over 18 years of age. We have planned some fun activities, led
by staff in school, where you can work with your children across
the year groups. More details to follow on Monday.

Tuesday 17*" March and Thursday 19" March 2026
Dor't forget o D b P
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—— SATs Week for Year 6
TEST Children in Year 6 will be taking their SATs Tests from
E,/ — Monday 11th May - Thursday 14th May 2026.

E' —_— All Year 6 children are required to be in school every day
— during SATs week.




Parent Notices

A Medication in School §‘,

In accordance with our policy (Medicines - Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions and
Managing Medications Policy 2025 - 2027), only prescription medications will be
administered at school providing the scheduled dose falls within the school day and where
we have parents/carers’ written consent. All prescription medications should be brought to
the school office by an adult where a Consent to Administer Medication form will be
completed and details of the medication can be added to Medical Tracker. Under no
circumstances should medication ever be sent into school in a child’s bag.

Furthermore, unless medications such as paracetamol, ibuprofen or similar etc have been
prescribed, we cannot administer them in school. If a child requires pain relief during the
school day, please ask your GP to prescribe the medication (and follow the above process
as per our policy) or you are welcome to come into school to administer the medication
yourself.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us ensure that all medication in school is
managed safely and in line with our statutory responsibilities. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact the school office, where staff will be happy to assist.

®))

=
)
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\4 School Uniform Expectations g
> 3

As you will be aware, wearing a school uniform is an important part of our school community. It
helps promote our shared values, creates a strong sense of belonging, and reduces social

pressure so all children feel equal and included. Uniform also supports focus and good learning

habits by minimising distractions, while ensuring pupils are dressed safely, comfortably, and
appropriately for school activities.
Our uniform guide is published on the school’'s website but we would like to draw your attention
to the following:

e Children should only be wearing trainers when they are wearing their PE kit on a day when a
PE lesson is scheduled. On a non-PE day, children should be wearing school shoes (NB —
boots are not permitted).

o Children should be in their winter uniforms which includes a shirt/blouse and tie. Gold polo
shirts are part of the school’s summer uniform and should not be worn until after Easter.

e Only dark navy or black plain tracksuit bottoms can be worn for PE e.g.: no other colours and
no cycling shorts or leggings.

e Only one pair of plain studs and a wristwatch are permitted (no smart watches) — jewellery
cannot be worn to school for safety reasons.

¢ No extreme hairstyles e.g.: unnatural hair colours, shaved lines etc.

e Long hair must be tied back.

There is help available if you need support with school uniform - please speak to a member of the
Pastoral Team for further information. Thank you for your ongoing support.



BETEEMKEEPING SAFE

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.
Pastoral Team
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team

If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral

tea
If you have a concern that a child is being harmed, is at risﬁpof harm, or you receive a disclosure (intentionally or
unintentionally) you must contact one of the following staff members as quickly as possible:

LauraNoone |, ise Yorke  Jade Preedy Rachel Jones Sharon Tame Rachel Richards Shania
LeadDSL  eadteacher AHT Senior Teacher School EYFS Lead Birchenall
DHT Counsellor SENDCo

Do not book holidays during term time
This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your

child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least
2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for
taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please
ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time.

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and
above
Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s
attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -

week 23/02/26-27/02/26

% 98 | 97 98 96 | 95 94 | 98 | 98 97 97 S8 97 98

Lates | 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 3 1 0 1 0 1 4

Whole School Attendance so far this 97.11% School Target 97%
year

Well done .: - Our attendance champions!



information for parents

10jTop|TipsloniSupporting|Children with

SELF-REGULATION

SRl e M Ba i D undaralor are i oginiss thair efnalions, whils Brediveg Racl g mays b @noceis .
Ernationgl sall- rgubatian, hisaver, dapands haoayify o oo and davaloprrel. Whila vary poung ones o <hildreo silk
gl adusolisral needs and dizabilRie {semE) sy lisedl it perticulasly challersgiveg bs dall-regulats, rrarbusing thaie

crioek skilkh conba hugely Beraficial Ban an tan tap tae dar aupperting childran with Feir sell-negulotcn

RS 81

H'w whinl theat childeen fasl sole and o
EaTt GRanie 8 SOmEnns fhisy con akways gass
H‘Lr_l Vviy Pl L, B P e a1
I chibE e Sawilop o nealksnship
with thia parson = deally through ploy ora
games - alleaing roat io grow snd
raaTireg Theat Th i ke g mvea s Blosly to
ol o § rrpthng i§ s, ot
| HRan hadisg B et

2 MEET CHILDREN
HALFWAY

Lmibsae yodi ki whess o child =
T TS T DT RN B e T T R T T o
ey (Faler Frvinds, i b iy B R Gn
impzel in parbcular, yousges onas ored
chikdran weth SEHD con la b

wiliies e I e oin ok i
Feidp theids, W ool Hhie i g e
Wl e Wm0 g B
wal-reguiation. & could be Batler bo atark
co-reguioting with a irusted aduk lirel.

L | | |
3. FACTOR N THEIR
THEIR BASIC NEEDS

Apmiemicas thai fora child 1oode
L B TR T TR O T

Pl i D el s Chbdies who oe
hurgry, Srad csld arsd B2 an = a3 wall o3

i WO i
AT sy Cli sk fian ey e Sl
e ume ondd coml orlobie i SR b,

&. REMAIN PATIENT

H o childin struggling scth thar
lmﬂhl.k:nnﬂﬂhﬂmdﬂkmm
anayy calrn Aemasnbd that dysrsgquiaiisn e
i ) v B el o o (S Py
Irosralos o asjir could igalizely rmpoacl
e g Fuotion. nateod, chiid e reed bz B
i with comind ond urdseeiorsing 1o
T FYeSaaH e Ol b i b rvesed. b irag e,

5 BE A DYSREGULATION
DETECTNE'

Wille sorma chilkdran con el you sy they Il

eregulziad, marg ather conk
Wmm#vﬁ*b‘r
) Ganved LR L Ui
Farmd b, Whaem = child becoman
dyrreguisted. rale dosrn daloia lkee tha
tieran, what thaeyrrs rd“hnlh-l:rrn
um-"mmn-.w it
e utunmr.ﬂnm-mud:-mm gy
wlswanliraly. Once ma idenlity soma
wa can halp o oveld o svacome tham.

Y

[op——

-

6. USE SUNTABLE 3
Thara ors sorma scnderful boake Bat con
Feif 0 505 D Bl -raguinrikan o chdidren

Fog Troli e Ay o3 O 0 Iy e ol b

L Tk Brmve 1o chacuss THa coanlmb
-:ltqulll.l-mul:u.rt“hmmlngllh-l-
-:hn'\n:lnhnd. Fedt theat way and
ﬂwlwu';l I ey e e
bl B i-'hunuﬂm-rlln:-lm
D Ol spproirad bl msrreslh

—
T. TRY SENSORY *
RESOURCES

&n sAarion B b e BNy N
Al gt ol s ricn i poss i,
Chelgeen i STogegle 1o = g kel il
Iy’ re sxper B ng sarkay cearioosd {a
reziry coparoom, lor exempla ). Poailie
ernecry inpast con bl o i dosmi Lns
IRHIITAE JUEH 08 wisghesd blankete and
Pl opiic lgros, O our, Wil widg by
sne child mighl not merk o ansther = @ i
o offer o chaice of respurces 1o
dinrawvar which theay sreler

r——— i B

8. NURTURE P
INDEPEMDEMCE

i rpmis feed Hn apprapirkats, bt childrss iy ot
T g & 10 D= DOy Biweiry s oHber Theirn 0
Ehedein Wy oo b iElin B mE ke whan
thay m lewlireg sireereed. for ssomple, or thary
<oruld mrRe doan Phair wesmiae or drow
smEthineg 16 writ Faras thisy bead, This
Frod by Tived PO D Chibd D0 i L8 D0, &0
e e Lyl il r g e 16 Share any
Faipdul sirmlegies 'wilh o tnosbed adull

9. MODEL GENUMNE @& [
FEELINGS a®

£ hildewn lam g 0% peit deors wabsineg
=uze Con'l ba oo bz dhos
m|MI and et - k=tiom L
BT, wr-'h-'.lnu'lll::r;i;uurmmm
wrapddl fhdring arpthing roo perorsl e
chidewn. hay sheuld 550 w2 i
-lTI'.ﬂTBﬂrﬂl‘ﬂﬂ-ﬂ aur o faslings
Tl thesm hoas (yoas ora e Hhism ETaad
e b 0 pe e In0 IRy Ioee

N |
10. FORMULATE A «
PLAN

# much o e iy io prevar childmn fom
e okwope wice
19 grll;l phan e whes i does
T SRemligy A4 th i hid
I,Ilup-m-prlulr]m it Parmily, The sl
lor anind oltenia
1] o e
h-}l;lP:‘:rh:.ﬂml
ATy Tl s 1A,

imporant 1o ko
Pl il staat ok

dhiEi wWakel
SR gednesd

:' mnatonlinesalety K3 /naticnaloniineSafety @ Snaticnalonlinesafety d‘.ilnul.i-'.lnul_l:!|1l'rle_5u[el.5'

Uipsrs alikdn quide dz sz of thek awn dheration. ko latlhy b enised ima. Currari oo o the daie of releome: FLEL IS




Community news

Signposting for half-term activities
This section is to sign-post activities that are taking place over half-term, which you may wish
to engage with. As a school we are only sign-posting not necessarily endorsing these clubs.

BRT™

" *307
OISCOUNT *
AVAILABLE &ﬂ

L UNTIL e
= 1T MARCH , #~,

L

oY
Ofs”c‘e f

Registered

HOLIDAY CLUBS

HARBORNE ACADEMY, HARBORNE RO, B15 3uL

MONDAY 30™ MARCH - THURSDAY 2"° APRIL
TUESDAY 7™ - FRIDAY 10™ APRIL

*£18.83 9AM-4PM (5-11 YEAR OLDS)

£14.00 9AM-1PM (4 YEAR OLDS)
£21.54 (207Z DISCOUNT) 2™ - 15™ MARCH
£24.50 (STANDARD PRICE)

SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT
WWW.PREMIER-EDVUCATION.COM/HOLIDAY-CAMPS

9 P : W Trustpilot
d re remier EEEH!

Education



Dates Jor ’[&iS term

Spring theme - Options for the Poor and Vulnerable

Spring 1l Virtues Intentional and Prophetic

WB 2.3.26 Careers Week / Vocations week

4th March 2026 - 9:1Sam Year 3 Mass (and Year 4 classes attend) - parents welcome

Sth March 2026 - all day World book day - dress as your favourite book character

6th March 2026 - 9:1Sam Year 2 Year group assembly

10th March 2026 - am Year 3 library visit - 3L (3:45) and 3T (10:1S)

llth March 2026 - 9:1Sam Year | Mass in Church (and Year 2 classes attend) - parents welcome
12th March 2026 - all day Reception school trip to Attwell farm

I13th March 2026 - all day Year 2 trip to Black Country Living Museum

l16th March 2026- 9:1Sam 1:1Spm Mothers’ Day Inspire Event in school

17th March 2026 - am Year 6 library visit - 6R (8:4S) and 60 (10:1S)

I17th March 2026 - pm Parent Consultation Evening

I18th March 2026 - 9:1Sam Reception Mass in Church (with Year é buddies) - parents welcome
19th March 2026 - pm Parent Consultation Evening

20th March 2026 - all day Down Syndrome Awareness Day

24th March 2026 - am Year S library visit - SF (8:4S) and SM (10:1S)

24th March 2026 - 1:30pm Year 6 Confirmation Workshop with parents

25th March 2026 - 9:30am Whole School Mass - parents welcome

26th March 2026 - 9:00am Year 6 prayer service for parents

27th March 2026 - 6:30-38:30pm PTA event - Spring Disco in Parish

WB 30.3.26 Holy Week

30th March 2026 - pm Reconciliation Service for children in Years 4/5/6

Ist April 2026 - 1:9S5pm Reception class - Easter Bonnet parade

2nd April 2026 - 11:00am Year 6 Stations of the Cross in Church for KS2 and parent
2nd April 2026 Break up for Easter Holidays

1:40 finish time - Reception classes
1:4S finish time - KS| classes

1:50 finish time - sibling group
2:00 finish time - KS2 classes



Term Dates: -
Academic Year 2025-2026

Autumn
Term Tuesday 2" September - Thursday 23™ October
Half-term
Monday 3 November - Friday 19t December
Spring
Term Monday 5% January - Friday 13t February
Half-term
Monday 23" February - Thursday 2" April
Summer
Term Monday 20" April - Friday 22"¢ May

Half-term

Monday 1%t June - Friday 17" July

School Closed:

* Monday 4" May 2026 - May Bank Holiday

e Thursday 7th May 2026 - local elections

INSET DAYS

* Monday 1°* September 2025
* Friday 24 October 2025
*  Monday 20 July 2026

e Tuesday 21°* July 2026




