
St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

Year 1 newsletter - Autumn 1

We are delighted to share with you some key information for Year 1 for Autumn 1.
Most of this information can be found on our school website and X page, so please

check regularly for any updates. We are excited to welcome back our Year 1 children:

and staff in Year 1: - 

Mrs. Birchenall

Miss. Price

Mrs. Campbell

Miss. Dawe
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Mrs. Kopera



Families and Communities
This unit is designed to develop the

children’s knowledge and
understanding of what it means to

belong to, and celebrate as, a family.
The unit will focus on the Mass, the

stories of the Presentation and
Finding of Jesus in the Temple and

the Wedding Feast at
 Cana as important celebrations in
the life of the Church and Jesus.

Our classes are named after Saints.
We ask for the intercessions of these Saints throughout the school year,

to protect us, and help us to grow in wisdom in Year 1.

1L 1F

St. Luke St. Francis of Assisi

St. Francis was an Italian
friar who lived in Italy in
the 13th century.  He was
born to a wealthy family
but joyfully committed his
life to a life of poverty. He
viewed all of nature as a
mirror of God, and so
called all creatures his
brothers and sisters.

Our RE learning this half term

Creation
 This unit is designed to develop

the children’s appreciation of
themselves and the world around
them as part of God’s creation. It
also helps the children to reflect
on the need to thank and praise

God for his many gifts.

We will be studying the following units in our RE lessons: -

St. Luke is one of the
Gospel writers and he also

wrote the Act of the
Apostles. Luke was a
gentile, so evangelised

that Christ was not only
the Jewish Messiah but

the saviour of all mankind.



Year 1 Curriculum Map

Homework
Homework supports children’s learning and is an important extension of
the work we do in school. Following our curriculum maps will help you, as

parents, to understand school better and give you the opportunity to
help your child at home.

This curriculum map shows the key topics that we will be covering in
Autumn 1 and you may like to do more of this with your child at home in

order to support their learning in school.



We expect children to read to an adult at home every day. Our younger
children are learning to read using the Little Wandle phonics scheme.

They need to practise their blending of sounds and word reading all the
time at this age.  You can help at home and then sign the reading diary.

Year 1’s will be issued with a new reading book on a Tuesday. 
Please read with your child throughout the week and 

return the book on a Monday ready for their book to be changed. 

Homework - reading

Homework - spelling



Homework - maths
We are about to re-launch our x-table rockstars again, with a massive competition

all the way up to Year 6. Research shows that quick recall of multiplication and
division facts is essential for helping children do well in their maths learning.

Your child will soon receive their x-table rockstars password.
We will then be looking to see who is going on every night and improving their x-

table knowledge. 

PE

On PE days - the children come in wearing their PE uniform. 
This is the gold t-shirt, royal blue shorts, dark navy or black tracksuit bottoms
and plain trainers. Please ensure that any jewellery is taken off for PE days for
your child’s (and others) safety. All long hair must be tied back in a ponytail. 



Dates for this half term - Year 1
Autumn theme - 

Autumn I Virtues

2nd September 2024 - all day

3rd September 2024

WB 3rd September 2024

6th September 2024 - 9:30am

8th September 2024

13th September 2024

WB 16th September 2024 

19th September 2024 - 3:15pm

20th September 2024 - 9:00am

20th September 2024 - 10:30am

26th September 2024 - 3:30pm

27th September 2024 - all day

30th September 2024

October 2024 - all month

October 2024 - all month

October 2024 - all month

3rd October 2024 - all day

3rd October 2024 - lunch time

3rd October 2024 - 3:30pm

4th October 2024 - all day

4th October 2024 - 9:00am

Families and Communities

Curious and Active

NSET day - school closed to children

Children return to school at normal time 8:30-8:45am

Nativity of Our Lady - we would like art work depicting Mary from all cultures

Whole School Mass for the Birthday of Mary - parents welcome in old church

Education Sunday

Class Leader elections for all year groups (incl School Council / Spiritual Council...)

Super Science Week in School

PTA welcome meeting for new Reception parents

Macmillan Coffee Morning run by School Council in the canteen

Cake sale for children - £1

PTA event - Film Club for Years 1, 2 and 3

Children in St. Vincent de Paul House - wear white non-school uniform

x-table Rockstar launch day - dress as a rockstar!

Pray the Rosary

Black History Month

Collection for Harvest - please send food and self-care items in for our harvest

National Poetry Day Competition

Themed Lunch in the canteen

PTA AGM meeting

Y1F Non-school uniform day for their class Saint - St. Francis

Year 1 Prayer Service for parents

WB 7.10.24

9th October 2024 - all day

10th October 2024 - all day

15th October 2024 - all day

16th October 2024 - 9:15am

18th October 2024 - all day

18th October 2024 - 6pm

WB 21.10.24

21.10.24 and 22.10.24

22nd October 2024 - all day

22nd October 2024 - 3:30-6:00

24th October 2024 - 3:30-6:00

24th October 2024 -normal time

25th October 2024 - all day

Dyslexia Awareness Week

School Photo Day

Hello Yellow World Mental Health Day - wear yellow

Children in St. Teresa of Avila House - wear blue non-school uniform

Year 1 Mass in Church (Y2 to attend) - Parents welcome

Y1L Non-school uniform day for St. Luke feast day

PTA Fundraising in Parish Centre - Food Culture evening

School Book Fair in school - please support our book fair

PTA enrichment event in school for all children

Children in St. John Paull II House - wear red non-school uniform

Parent Consultation Evening

Parent Consultation Evening

Children finish today for October half-term (normal finish time)

INSET day - School closed to children


