
This week's Gospel and Prayer

Catholic Life in School

Masses

Dear parents and carers,
This week, we have continued the theme of Education Sunday and we have been praying for all staff
that work in our schools. We remind ourselves that those called to work in schools are serving their
vocation and we pray that the Lord watches over our St. Mary's family throughout the Academic
Year. Children have also bee campaigning to become leaders and class reps. The elections for school
council, spiritual council, CAFOD club, prefect and Head boy/girl have begun. Next week, we are
celebrating God’s wonderful creation and looking a little more deeply at Pope Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si - where he compels all of us to do our part to protect Our Common Home. CAFOD club
play an important part in leading our live simply approach in school.  As part of our creation learning,
we are having a fun Super Science week in school, which is very exciting. 
We hope that you enjoy the week ahead,
Mrs Yorke  

15th September 2023

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

our schools are part of the mission of the Church
as we learn, we grow in mind, body and spirit
Jesus is always with us as our role model

Reflecting on this week's Gospel message we learn:

Matthew 18 : 20
“For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.".

Year 6 Mass - 13.9.23 - Holy Name of Mary
On Wednesday, Year 6 led us in our Mass
dedicated to the Holy name of Mary.
The children created a beautiful 
image of our Lady for the offertory.

Y2 Mass - St. Matthew
Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 20th September 2023,
starting promptly at 9:15am. Year 2 children will be leading our Mass and
Year 1 children will attend too. All parents are welcome to attend. 

September is dedicated to Mary.
Our theme for the Autumn term is: 'Dignity of the Human Person'

Our virtues for this half term are: - Grateful and Generous



This week's news
Reception news: -  

In Reception we have been very busy developing our fine motor skills this week! 

Year 1 news: -  
Year 1 have enjoyed reading ‘Tug of War’ and making predictions in English.

Year 2 news: -  
Our Scientists in Year 2 are busy thinking of different ways we can group materials.

Year 3 news: -  
Year 3 enjoyed practicing their striking, throwing and catching skills in PE



Year 5 news: -  
 Year 5 loved their first ukulele lesson this week! They learnt the names of the strings and were even
playing independently by the end of the lesson! The are also are enjoying reading Journey to Jo'Burg 

 and have been building a bank of descriptive language to help write a setting description.

Year 4 news: -  
Year 4 have been using number lines to count to 1000 and have been thinking deeply about how

we are made in the image and likeness of God.  

The author of Journey to
Jo'burg has replied to our
tweet - Year 5 are really
excited about this and will
be tweeting their work for
the author to see in the

upcoming weeks.



Year 6 news: -  
Year 6 have started reading Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo as they explore World War 1. 
The children have put themselves in Tommo Peaceful’s shoes and been exploring the politics 

and alliances that were taking place at the time.

We have a new CAFOD club , who have had their first meeting together and talked about
how we can care for our common home. Every week they will set a challenge: -

This week your challenge is:- 
to reduce your plastic waste and ensure you recycle your plastic!

A massive well done to everybody who applied for the position this year - we have such
caring children who are passionate about caring for our world. Great work.

Year 5 Harborne Library Visit - 19.9.23
Year 5 will be visiting Harborne Library next Tuesday.

5F will leave at 9:30am
5M will leave at 10:45am

If you are a parent who would like to attend and
support walking to and from the library, please let the

Year 5 staff know. 



Other News

St Paul's School for Girls, are holding their Open
Evening on Thursday 21 September, 

between 5 - 8pm. 

There are several open evenings taking place to support Secondary School choices - here
are a few that have been sent to our enquiry box for your information....

Next week - WB 18.9.23

Super Science Learning
WB 18th September 2023

Next week, we have a Super Science Learning day in school,
which is linked to our RE work about creation. Each year group

have an exciting element of creation to explore linked to
exciting Science Activities and our Building the Kingdom work. 

The first Annual General Meeting of the PTA (Parent Teacher
Association) of the New school year will be on Thursday 21st

September at 3:30pm. We look forward to welcoming new
parents who would like to join the PTA in supporting the school

run events throughout the school year.

PTA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 22nd September 2022



Reminders
Healthy Snacks

Please may we remind all parents that only healthy snacks are permitted in school
- your child may have a piece of fruit at break time.  Do not send your child in with

crisps, sweets or chocolate as they will not be able to consume this on site.
Please also be aware that we do not allow nuts, in order to reduce the chance of

children with allergies from having a reaction. 

PE day
We will continue to wear PE kits on the days that children are doing PE in

school, It is important that children are wearing correct PE uniform.
PE uniform is the Gold t-shirt, Royal blue shorts, dark navy tracksuit

bottoms and plain black (or white) trainers.

Please see the information below regarding the days each class will have their PE lesson. 
On PE days - the children come in wearing their PE uniform. 
Please ensure that any jewellery is taken off for PE days for your child’s (and others) safety.





We have an exciting new three week menu...

Week 

1

Week

2

Week

3



Jewellery

To ensure the safety of all children, we will only allow children to wear small stud
earrings (not dangly earrings) and a watch, on the days that they are not doing PE.

On PE days we are asking that children do not wear any jewellery, so that it is not
lost if they are asked to remove it for physical lessons. Thank you for supporting

us with this, your child's safety is at the forefront of our uniform decisions. .

String necklaces / bracelets need to come off please.

Guitar lessons
Is your child interested in learning to play the guitar? Our guitar teacher works in
school on Mondays and Tuesdays and has space for more children to work with him.

Please contact our office and leave your details if you would like to take up this
opportunity and Mr. Jackson will be in touch.

Coats

As the weather is changeable now, please ensure that
your child comes to school with their waterproof coats.

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse. 
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

K E E P I N G  S A F E

Pastoral Team 
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team



Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and above
Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s

attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Davis.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your child
out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least 2 weeks

prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for taking
unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please ensure holidays are

only booked during school holiday time. 

Do not book holidays during term time

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -



Autumn theme - 

Autumn 1 Virtues

18th September 2023

19th September - am

20th September 2023 - 9:15am

21st September 2023 - 3:30pm

22nd September 2023 

WB 25th September 2023

26th September 2023 - am

27th September 2023 - 9:15am

28th September 2023 - 4:00pm

29th September 2023 - all day

October 2023

October 2023

2nd October 2023 - all day

3rd October 2023 - am

3rd October 2023

3rd October 2023 - after school

4th October 2023 - all day

4th October 2023 - 9:15am

5th October 2023 - all day

5th October 2023 - all day

5th October 2023 - after school

6th October 2023 - 9:15am

10th October 2023 - all day

10th October 2023 - am

11th October 2023

11th October 2023 - 9:15am

12th October 2023 - 4:00pm

13th October 2023 - 9:15am

Dignity of the Human Person

Curious and Active

Spiritual Council Elections

Year 5 visit to Harborne library (9:15 5F and 11:00 5M)

Year 2 Mass in Church (and Year 1 classes attend) - parents welcome

PTA annual meeting

School Council Elections

Mission Week

Year 4 visit to Harborne library (9:15 4J and 11:00 4M)

Year 3 Mass in Church (and Year 4 classes attend) - parents welcome

U11s boys’ football match

Children in St. Vincent de Paul House - wear white non-school uniform

Pray the Rosary

Black History Month

Year 3T non-school uniform day for their class Saint - St. Therese

Year 3 visit to Harborne library (9:15 3T and 11:00 3l)

Play leaders at Bishop Challoner school

KS2 film club - PTA

Year 1F non-school uniform day for their class Saint - St. Francis of Assisi

Year 5 Mass in Church (and Year 6 classes attend) - parents welcome

National Poetry Day

Year 5F non-school uniform day for their class Saint - St. Faustina

Reception and KS1 film club - PTA

Year 1 Prayer Service for all Year 1 parents

Mental Health Awareness Day

Year 6 visit to Harborne library (9:15 6O and 11:00 6R)

School Photo day

Year 4 Mass in Church (and Year 3 classes to attend) - parents welcome

U11s boys’ football match

Year 6 Year group Assembly

WB 16th October - all week

16th October 2023 - all day

17th October 2023 - am

18th October - all day

18th October - 9:15am

24th October 2023 - all day

24th October 2023 - am

24th October 2023 - 3:30-6:00

25th October 2023 - am

25th October 2023 - 3:30-6:00

27th October 2023 - all day

Please send in donations for our Harvest Collection

Children in St. Teresa of Avila House - wear blue non-school uniform

Year 5 visit to Harborne library (9:15 5F and 11:00 5M)

Year 1L non-school uniform day for their class Saint - St. Luke

Year 1 Mass in Church (and Year 2 classes attend) - parents welcome

Children in St. John Paul II House - wear red non-school uniform

Year 4 visit to Harborne library (9:15 4J and 11:00 4M)

Parent Consultation Evening

Flu immunisations

Parent Consultation Evening

INSET Day - school closed to children

Dates for next term



Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week: 
Chimdindu For settling into Reception so well and having such a super start to the year! Year RB

Year RT
Year 1F
Year 1L
Year 2E
Year 2G
Year 3L
Year 3T
Year 4J
Year 4M
Year 5F
Year 5M
Year 6O
Year 6R

Stefan
Guadalupe
Tobenna
Yoadan
Hannah

Milo
Patrick
Giorgia
Annabel
Eyobel
Jacob
Emily

For being such a kind friend and sharing with others! 
For always being grateful and generous, helpful and polite! 
For being a fabulous role model and for completing a wonder piece of work!  
For being a cheerful member of the class who is always kind to others 
For being a fantastic role model to everyone in 2G and always trying her best. 

For always being a super role model and always trying her best in everything she does 
For being a super member of our class and always sharing his brilliant ideas 

For fantastic participation during learning, and always being ready to share his ideas 
For her fantastic CAFOD activity and presentation  
For being an excellent helper and role model 
For always participating in every lesson contributing great ideas  
Excellent behaviour and attitude to work! 
For being really focused and working hard in every lesson this week  

Chidalu


