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ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY
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Telephone: 0121 464 2141
Email: enquiry@stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk
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Headteacher: Mrs L. J. Yorke M.Ed.

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other,
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts.

April is dedicated to the Holy Spirit

Our theme for the Summer term is: 'Stewardship’
Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Grateful and Generous’

Dear parents and carers, 24th April 2026 X
It has been wonderful welcoming the children back after the Easter break and seeing how quickly they
have settled into the rhythm of this new half term. Their enthusiasm for learning has been clear from
the moment they stepped through the doors, and our classrooms are already filled with curiosity,
collaboration, and a real sense of purpose.

Introduce our theme and virtues for this term: This week, our focus on stewardship has sparked
some exciting learning across the school. Children have been engaging in thoughtful discussions,
hands-on activities, and creative lessons designed to launch our theme in meaningful ways. It has been
inspiring to watch them explore what it means to care for one another, our school, and the wider world.

Filming: We were also delighted to welcome a videographer into school this week to capture a
snapshot of life at St Mary’s. It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase everything that makes our
community so special. We are incredibly proud of the high standards we uphold, the talented and
dedicated teachers who consistently go above and beyond, and of course, our bright, happy children
who bring such joy and purpose to our work each day. Their enthusiasm and our collective
commitment to excellence are reflected in our outcomes, which continue to be well above national
averages, and in the long waiting list of families eager to join our school. It was fabulous to see all of this
captured on film, and | look forward to sharing the finished video with you once it is ready.

Summer uniform: Children are now able to wear their Summer Uniform, which consists of a yellow
Summer dress and black school shoes for the girls; and grey shorts, yellow polo shirt and black shoes
for the boys. Children can also continue to wear winter uniform - particularly with the changing
weather. PE kits must be school colours - with blue shorts or tracksuit bottoms, yellow t-shirt and
black pumps or trainers. We take great pride in our uniform and it is important that children are
wearing correct uniform even on PE days.

Girls' Summer Boys' Summer i
i : 4 Blue shorts
Uniform Uniform 7 ke
¢ Yellow summer e  Grey shorts ellow t-shirt
; Black, blue or
dress * Yellow polo shirt + g /
g Black shoes o Black shoes white trainers

black indoor
pumps

Wishing you all a happy weekend
Louise Yorke, Headteacher



This week's Gospel

Luke 24:27
‘And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said
in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.

Reflecting on this week’s Gospel, we learn: -
e Know that He is with us always.
e Understand that we sometimes need help to see things clearly.
e Recognise and see Jesus with eyes of faith
e Know that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and Life, and we celebrate
this during Eastertide.

Loving God,
As we reflect on the disciples on the road to Emmaus, open our eyes to recognise Christ
walking with us in the ordinary moments of our school day.
When we feel tired, uncertain, or weighed down by responsibility, warm our hearts with your
presence and renew our hope through your Word.
Help us to listen deeply, to journey patiently with one another, and to make known your love in
the way we teach, lead, and serve.
May we recognise Jesus in the breaking of bread and in the lives of the children entrusted to
our care.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Year 2 Mass -22.5.26 - 3™ week of Easter

Votive to St. George

Year 2 led our Mass this week, in honour of the Third
Week of Easter, rejoicing in the light of the Risen
Christ. We also celebrated Year 2G's class saint, St.
George, giving thanks for his courage and faith.

Our next Mass - Y4 Mass - 4™ Week of Easter

Mass for St. Catherine of Siena

Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 29th May 2025,
starting promptly at 9:15am. Year 4 children will be leading our
Mass and Year 3 children will be attending.

All parents are welcome to attend.




St. Basil’s visit to Year 4

We were delighted to welcome Esther from St Basil's, who shared powerful insights into
how homelessness affects young people and how contributions like ours can genuinely
transform their lives. Thank you families for your kind donations and to the children of
Year 4 for driving this Social Action.

Our Building the Kingdom theme this term is Stewardship. The classes launched the theme
this week with an exciting stunning start...

Year1 -
Year 1received a letter from Greenpeace asking for their help to look after the planet. They

then designed beautiful posters where they reflected on how they could be a good steward of
God's creation.

Year 2 -
Year 2 invited Mr Reid, the school’s
Site Manager, to come and talk to
them about how he looks after the
school environment and cares for
the plants.

Year 3-

The children looked at a world
forgotten and a world taken care of.
They thought about what
stewardship means and how we
can take care of creation.



Year 4 - Need vs greed

Year 4 took part in a thoughtful sorting activity, using everyday scenarios to spark discussion
about how our choices impact both people and the planet. They then explored the idea of need
vs greed through a hands-on Lego challenge, building towers with unequal resources — where
some had far more bricks than they needed while others had too few. This powerful activity
helped them see how greed affects others and why fairness and balance matter.

Year 5 - Voice of the Popes

Children in Year 5 have been thinking about this term'’s theme of stewardship and what it means
to be good caretakers of God's Earth. They explored how we are all called to look after creation
responsibly, just as our current and recent Popes have encouraged. Through discussion and
reflection, pupils considered the small but meaningful ways we can protect and cherish the world
around us, recognising that stewardship is a shared responsibility rooted in faith and compassion.
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Year 6 - The beauty of God’s creation —
Children explored different Psalms that praise God's creation and are now creating their own
artwork to represent them. Using short, powerful verses such as “The heavens declare the glory of
God" or “Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth,” they reflected on the beauty of the world
and how it points to God's creativity. Inspired by these images and words, pupils have been crafting
expressive pieces that capture where they see God in creation, what gifts it shows, and how it
makes them feel. Their responses were wonderfully thoughtful and poetic.




Virtues - Grateful and Generous

This half-term, the children will be learning about the Jesuit virtues of being grateful and
generous. We are encouraging them to recognise and appreciate their own gifts, so that
they can be generous in their service of others. This links beautifully to our theme of
stewardship — being grateful for God's creation, our one common home, and being
generous in how we care for it. To deepen this learning, children are creating a virtues tree
display for their classroom, adding new leaves each half term to show how they are living
out these virtues in their daily actions.
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In RE this week: -
Our children have started their Easter unit of work in RE, reflecting on the Resurrection

and the appearances of Jesus including the story of the Road to Emmaus.

Child-led prayer
Our children have been leading beautiful prayer and liturgy services, thinking about Jesus’
appearances after his resurrection and what it means to be a follower of Jesus.







Next Week - WB 27.04.26

During the month of May, we invite children to bring in
flowers as a sign of our love and affection for Our
Lady. We encourage children to bring in pot plants
that can be displayed on class prayer tables and then
planted in the prayer garden at the end of the month.

God our Loving Father, Vocations Sunday - 26.4.26
you called each of us by name through the Sacrament of Baptism to holiness.

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, you made us the temples of the Holy Spirit. We Celebrate VOCation Sunday on the fourth

Help us to listen to the cry of our Lord Jesus from the Holy Cross ‘I thirst’

and respond to the call Sunday of Easter ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ -
'Go out to the whole world and proclaim the good news to all the nations' . . rd
Guide us in every step we take in life This year, 26th Apl’l' 2026, marks the 63
and lead us in every decision we make in responding to your call. .
Make us and mould us into the living images of Christ your Son, Annlversary Of World Day Of Prayer for
who was always close to those in need.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Vocations. Perhaps you will say the prayer with

Amen.

your family at home, this Vocations Sunday.

Green Clothing for St Gianna’s Feast Day - 28.04.26
In celebration of the feast day of St Gianna on
28.04.26, all children in the St Gianna House may
wear green clothing to school on Tuesday 28" April.

Important Notice

Please note, school is closed on the following days:
Monday 4™ May - May Day Holiday
Thursday 7" May - Polling Day

Key dates for your diary

SATs Week for Year 6
Children in Year 6 will be taking their SATs Tests from
Monday 11th May - Thursday 14th May 2026.
All Year 6 children are required to be in school every day
during SATs week.




Key dates for your diary (cont.
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warm, supportive
school community.

Email PvTNetball@outlook.com to reserve your
place and pay via SHOCAL, code 1505

Year 6 Residential - Alton Castle
Parent Meeting at 2:30pm on 30.04.26
A parent meeting is taking place at 2:30pm on
| Thursday 30™ April. This meeting will cover
essential information such as accommodation, what
children need to bring, travel arrangements etc.
Please confirm your attendance on School Gateway
if you have not done so already. Information will be
sent out if you are unable to attend.




ST MARY’S CATHOLIC

PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN DAY

(Thursduyr 5" November 202&)

« Afternoon Tour:

OUR MISSION

TO LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL THINGS

COMSTANTLY STRIVING FOR
EXCELLEMCE
WORTHY OF QUR GO0 GIVEN GIFTS.

e Morning Tour: 168:38 - 11:38

Email: enquiry@stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk
to book your place

13:45 - 14:45

)

ﬁ'

For more information call our school
office on: 8121 464 2141 or wvisit our
website:
https://www.stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk/web/
september_2827_reception_class/726699
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Community news

If your family needs help, Early Help is
available, Please speak to Mrs Noone or
contact the Early Help office local to you.

The home Of you'l'h criCKeI‘ in We can also provide details of all the
1 " = parenting courses provided through the
Harbo'ne d Family Hubs so please ask if you would
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Safety Information for Parents/Carers

What Parents & Educators Need to K¥now abnut
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BETEEMKEEPING SAFE

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.
Pastoral Team
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team

If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral

tea
If you have a concern that a child is being harmed, is at risﬁpof harm, or you receive a disclosure (intentionally or
unintentionally) you must contact one of the following staff members as quickly as possible:

PN A2 N
% 1&‘:‘ 'ﬂ_{i L I-b‘ i
% P
LauraNoone |, ise Yorke  Jade Preedy Rachel Jones Sharon Tame Rachel Richards Shania
LeadDSL  Headteacher AHT Senior Teacher School EYFS Lead Birchenall
DHT Counsellor SENDCo

Do not book holidays during term time
This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your

child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least
2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for
taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please
ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time.

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and
above
Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s
attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendan_q_e fqr Ia_§'5 week was -

Week 20/04/26-24/04/26

% 94 | 95 | 95 93 97 97 96 | 91 | 94 92 97 97 95

Lates| O 4 3 1 2 1 7 3 0 0 2 0 1 4

Whole School Attendance so far this 96.8% School Target 97%
year

Well done 5F: - Our attendance champions!



This Year’s Term Dates - 2025-2026

Summer
Term Monday 20" April - Friday 22" May

Half-term

Monday 1** June - Thursday 16* July

School Closed:

*  Monday 4'" May 2026 - May Bank Holiday
¢ Thursday 7th May 2026 - local elections

INSET DAYS

*  Monday 1% September 2025
* Friday 24*h October 2025

e Friday 17th July 2026

e Monday 20th July 2026

e Tuesday 21°* July 2026

{Da’[es JCOY’ ’[&iS quc leym

20th April 2026 - all day
21 April 2026 - pm
22nd April 2026 - 9:1Sam
26th April 2026 - all day
23th April 2026 - all day
29th April 2026 - 9:1Sam
I May 2026 - 9am

Gth May 2026 - all day
6th May 2026 - 9:30am
7% May 2026 - all day
W8 04.05.26

14% May 2026 - 2:30pm
1S™ May 2026 - all day
ISt May 2026 - 4pm
20th May 2026 - 9:1Sam
22" May 2026 - 9:ISam
22" May 2026

Children return to school at normal time

Fast track ballet sessions for Year |

Year 2 Mass in Church (and Year | classes attend) - parents welcome
Filming taking place in school for website

St Gianna's feast day - all children in St. Gianna house wear green
Year 4 Mass in Church (and Year 3 classes attend) - parents welcome
Reception Prayer Service for parents

May Day Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED

Whole School Mass followed by May Procession

Polling Day - SCHOOL CLOSED

Year 6 SATs Week - Year 6 children attend school from 8am

Year | Assembly for parents

PTA event for children in school

PTA event - charity netball competition - teachers vs parents

Year 6 Mass in Church (and Year S classes attend) - parents welcome
Reception Assembly for parents

Break up for half-term break - normal time



Ist June 2026 - all day
WB 01.06.26

3rd June 2026 - 9:1Sam
Sth June 2026 - 7:00pm
6th June 2026 - 10:00am
6th June 2026 - 2:00pm
Sth June 2026 - all day
WB 08.06.26

10th June 2026 - 9:1Sam
10th June 2026 - am
ISth to 17th June 2026
17th June 2026 - 9:1Sam

19th June 2026 - 9:1S or 1:1S
24th June 2026 - 9:30am

26th June 2026 - 3:30pm
Ist July 2026 - all day
2nd July 2026 - pm

3rd July 2026 - pm

Sth July 2026 - 9:1Sam
th July 2026 - 2pm
10th July 2026 - 2pm
1Gth July 2026 - 9am
lGth July 2026 - all day
I1Sth July 2026 - 9:30am
16th July 2026

(ales JCOY’ nexl Kabc teym

Children return to school at normal time

Year 4 Multiplication check window - 3 weeks

Year S Mass in Church (and Year 6 classes attend) - parents welcome
Confirmation Mass for Year 6 in Church with Bishop David Evans

Holy Communion Mass for Year 3 in Church

Holy Communion Mass for Year 3 in Church

World Ocean Day - wear blue

Phowics check for Year | this week

Year 3 Mass in Church and Holy Communion celebration - parents welcome

Years 4, S, 6 Sports Day at Tudor Grange - wear house colours - parents welcome

Year 6 Residential at Alton Castle

Year | Mass (and Year 2 classes attend) - parents welcome
Fathers’ Day Inspire for Reception to Year 6

Whole School Mass - parents welcome

PTA event - Party in the Playground (ticketed event)

Transition Day (inc. new Reception cohort) - children meet their new teacher

Reception Sports Day - wear house colours

Years |, 2 and 3 Sports Day - wear house colours
Year 2 Mass in Church (and Year | classes attend) - parents welcome
Performance of Year 6 production to parents
Performance of Year 6 production to parents
Year 2 Prayer Service for parents

St Alphonsa House Feast Day - wear own clothes
Leavers Mass (Whole School) - parents welcome
Break up for Summer holidays

Early finish time

1:40 finish time - Reception classes

1:4S finish time - KSI classes

1:50 finish time - sibling group

2:00 finish time - KS2 classes

Year 6 shirt signing on final day in school and 2:00pm guard of honour



Next Year’s Term Dates - 2026-2027

Autumn
Term Wednesday 2" September - Friday 23" October
Half-term
Monday 2"! November - Friday 18" December
Spring
Term Monday 4™ January - Thursday 11" February
Half-term
Monday 22" February - Thursday 25" March
Summer
Term Monday 12™ April - Friday 28™ May
Half-term
Monday 7" June - Wednesday 21 July

School Closed:
Monday 3™ May 2027 - May Bank Holiday

INSET DAYS
Tuesday 1°t September 2026
Friday 2"d October 2026
Friday 12th February 2027

2/3 more INSET days to be confirmed




. of the week.

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:

Year RB  Harry
Year RT  Miya
Year IF  Joshua
Year IL Kian
Year 2E  Rogan
Year 2G  Oliver
Year 3L  Grace
Year 3T Kenneth
Year 47  Danaya

Year M Aila
Year SF Theodore
Year SM  Leonor
Year 60  Maya

Year 6R  Charlie

For his excellent sharing during playtime!

For her fantastic control of the ball in PE — super resilience and focus. Well done!

For having a wonderful first week back and being an excellent role-model in Year |

For lovely writing about what Easter is and why it is important.

For some excellent contributions to class discussions this week. Well done Rogan. Keep it up!
For drawing a lovely piece of Picasso artwork in Art.

For her fantastic effort and hard work in French!

For being a thoughtful and hard-working member of the class

For her contributions during our reading lessons on the Last Bear and being a role model to
others!

For insightful contributions during our Stunning Start.

For trying hard with his handwriting and presentation.

For her increase in confidence to contribute to class discussions. Keep it up!

Continued hard work and excellence in all of her Sats revision lessons. A real example to
others!

For showing incredible talent and care in his art lessons. Well done!




	April is dedicated to the Holy Spirit
	Our theme for the Summer term is: 'Stewardship' Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Grateful and Generous’
	24th April 2026
	Girls' Summer Uniform
	Boys' Summer Uniform
	PE


	CATHOLIC LIFE
	This week's Gospel
	Luke 24:27 ‘And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.’
	Reflecting on this week’s Gospel, we learn: -
	Know that He is with us always.
	Understand that we sometimes need help to see things clearly.
	Recognise and see Jesus with eyes of faith
	Know that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and Life, and we celebrate this during Eastertide.


	Masses
	Year 2 Mass -22.5.26 - 3rd week of Easter  Votive to St. George Year 2 led our Mass this week, in honour of the Third Week of Easter, rejoicing in the light of the Risen Christ. We also celebrated Year 2G’s class saint, St. George, giving thanks for his courage and faith.
	Our next Mass - Y4 Mass - 4th Week of Easter Mass for St. Catherine of Siena Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 29th May 2025, starting promptly at 9:15am. Year 4 children will be leading our Mass and Year 3 children will be attending. All parents are welcome to attend.


	CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
	STEWARDSHIP
	Year 4 - Need vs greed Year 4 took part in a thoughtful sorting activity, using everyday scenarios to spark discussion about how our choices impact both people and the planet. They then explored the idea of need vs greed through a hands‑on Lego challenge, building towers with unequal resources — where some had far more bricks than they needed while others had too few. This powerful activity helped them see how greed affects others and why fairness and balance matter.
	Year 5 - Voice of the Popes Children in Year 5 have been thinking about this term’s theme of stewardship and what it means to be good caretakers of God’s Earth. They explored how we are all called to look after creation responsibly, just as our current and recent Popes have encouraged. Through discussion and reflection, pupils considered the small but meaningful ways we can protect and cherish the world around us, recognising that stewardship is a shared responsibility rooted in faith and compassion.
	Year 6 - The beauty of God’s creation Children explored different Psalms that praise God’s creation and are now creating their own artwork to represent them. Using short, powerful verses such as “The heavens declare the glory of God” or “Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth,” they reflected on the beauty of the world and how it points to God’s creativity. Inspired by these images and words, pupils have been crafting expressive pieces that capture where they see God in creation, what gifts it shows, and how it makes them feel. Their responses were wonderfully thoughtful and poetic.
	Virtues - Grateful and Generous This half-term, the children will be learning about the Jesuit virtues of being grateful and generous. We are encouraging them to recognise and appreciate their own gifts, so that they can be generous in their service of others. This links beautifully to our theme of stewardship — being grateful for God’s creation, our one common home, and being generous in how we care for it. To deepen this learning, children are creating a virtues tree display for their classroom, adding new leaves each half term to show how they are living out these virtues in their daily actions.
	CELEBRATING OUR RE LEARNING
	In RE this week: - Our children have started their Easter unit of work in RE, reflecting on the Resurrection and the appearances of Jesus including the story of the Road to Emmaus.

	PRAYER
	Child-led prayer Our children have been leading beautiful prayer and liturgy services, thinking about Jesus’ appearances after his resurrection and what it means to be a follower of Jesus.

	Pot plants and flowers for Our Lady - Throughout May
	During the month of May, we invite children to bring in flowers as a sign of our love and affection for Our Lady. We encourage children to bring in pot plants that can be displayed on class prayer tables and then planted in the prayer garden at the end of the month.
	Vocations Sunday - 26.4.26 We celebrate Vocation Sunday on the fourth Sunday of Easter ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ - This year, 26th April 2026, marks the 63rd Anniversary of World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Perhaps you will say the prayer with your family at home, this Vocations Sunday.
	Green Clothing for St Gianna’s Feast Day - 28.04.26 In celebration of the feast day of St Gianna on 28.04.26, all children in the St Gianna House may wear green clothing to school on Tuesday 28th April.
	Please note, school is closed on the following days: Monday 4th May - May Day Holiday  Thursday 7th May - Polling Day
	SATs Week for Year 6 Children in Year 6 will be taking their SATs Tests from  Monday 11th May - Thursday 14th May 2026. All Year 6 children are required to be in school every day during SATs week.



	Support our PTA! Our PTA plays a vital role in enriching school life by bringing families and staff together, fundraising for extra opportunities, and helping to create a warm, supportive school community.
	Year 6 Residential - Alton Castle Parent Meeting at 2:30pm on 30.04.26 A parent meeting is taking place at 2:30pm on Thursday 30th April. This meeting will cover essential information such as accommodation, what children need to bring, travel arrangements etc.  Please confirm your attendance on School Gateway if you have not done so already. Information will be sent out if you are unable to attend.
	Community news


	Information for Parents
	Community news

	Safety Information for Parents/Carers
	KEEPING SAFE
	We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.  Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.
	Pastoral Team
	If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team
	If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team

	Do not book holidays during term time
	This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least 2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time.
	Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and above Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone. We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.
	Attendance and Punctuality: - Our attendance for last week was -

	This Year’s Term Dates - 2025-2026
	Thursday 16th July
	Thursday 7th May 2026 - local elections


	Dates for this half term
	Summer theme -  Summer I 20th April 2026 - all day 21st April 2026 - pm 22nd April 2026 - 9:15am 24th April 2026 - all day 28th April 2026 - all day 29th April 2026 - 9:15am 1st May 2026 - 9am 4th May 2026 - all day 6th May 2026 - 9:30am 7th May 2026 - all day  WB 04.05.26 14th May 2026 - 2:30pm 15th May 2026 - all day 15th May 2026 - 4pm 20th May 2026 - 9:15am 22nd May 2026 - 9:15am 22nd May 2026

	Dates for next half term
	Next Year’s Term Dates - 2026-2027
	Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:

