
Dear parents and carers,

Today we break up for half-term and will return on Monday 24th February at normal time. I have included key
dates for Spring 2 within this newsletter and will continue to highlight any changes in subsequent newsletters. 

This week has been online safety week and we are teaching your children about how to keep safe when using
devices and when they are online. Please reinforce these messages at home.

If you’re having a Spring clean over half-term break, we are in need of the following items to replenish our OPAL
resources. We would gladly receive these items off you:- 
    More dress up, toys, role play, arts and crafts materials or any outdoor toys.
    At this time we do not need any more pots, pans or kitchen equipment.

Please may I remind all parents of the home school agreement
that you sign when you send your children to St. Mary’s. In 
particular, I would like to highlight attendance. We often receive 
requests to take children out of school during learning time. I am 
not allowed to authorise any term-time holiday; and must support 
you to ensure that your child’s attendance remains over 96%. 

The second area that I would like to highlight is agreeing not to put
into disrepute the reputation of the school or staff on social media.
This includes the use of WhatsApp groups. I politely ask for you to
make an appointment with the appropriate member of staff to discuss
any concerns. This is usually not me in the first instance. Most issues
within classes can be solved by talking directly with the class teacher.

And finally, thank you to everybody who voted in the recent election 
for staff Governor.  Mr McInerney was the successful candidate and 
was welcomed in to the new role, when he attended his first Full 
Governing Body meeting with us, this week.

I do hope that you have an enjoyable half-term and the children have
the opportunity to rest and have fun away from lessons. God bless, Mrs Yorke  

14th February 2025

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

February is dedicated to the Holy Family
Our theme for the Spring term is: 'Dignity of Work’

Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Attentive and Discerning’



Mass

This week's Gospel and Prayer

Masses

Luke 5:4
“Put out into the deep and let down your

nets for a catch”
Reflecting on this week's Gospel message we learn:

Simon Peter saw something special in the power
of Jesus, demonstrated through His words and
actions.
Like the disciples, we too can trust Jesus.
We are all invited to follow Jesus and are
welcome in God’s family.

With their buddies, Reception
class led us in a beautiful

Mass dedicated to Our Lady
of Lourdes.

Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 26th February
2025, starting promptly at 9:15am. Year 6 will be leading this

Mass and Year 5 will also be in attendance.
All parents are welcome to attend. 

Our next Mass: - Year 6 Mass - St. Peter (Votive)

Reception Mass - 12.2.25 
- Our Lady of Lourdes

Examples of our child-led learning about our class Marian devotions this week: -

5F - Our lady of
Good Counsel 

6R - Our lady of the 
Immaculate Conception

60 - Our lady of 
Lourdes2G - Our lady

of peace



Year 3 led their parents in a wonderful year group
assembly today all about the Year of the Jubilee!

They taught us all about the history of the
Jubilee, as well as Pope Francis’ key messages.

Congratulations to all the children who received the
‘Remarkable RE’ award this week! Your dedication and

enthusiasm have truly shone through, and we’re
incredibly proud of your achievements!

Year 2 have been looking at how the
parables show forgiveness and wrote their

own forgiveness prayers. Following on from our Sunday Gospel, Year 5 children
led a prayer and liturgy reflecting upon Luke 5: 1 - 11
and asked some fantastic ‘I wonder’ questions. For

their Go Forth, they asked the class to write down how
they will be ‘fishers of men’.

Year 3 learnt all about the sacrament of
Reconciliation with Father Hilary.

They are preparing for their upcoming
Sacrament of Holy Communion in June.

Year 6 lead a prayer assembly for their
peers every week.

We’re taking a moment to reflect on our Catholic
life, prayer and RE learning this week:-



NSPCC Number Day -10.2.25
On Monday 10th February we took part in the NSPCC Number Day!
During the day, children took part in exciting maths activities and

'Dressed up for digits.' Look at these fantastic outfits! 
                                     Thank you for your donations for NSPCC 

                      - we made for this charity.

£219

Safer Internet Day - 11.2.25
Tuesday 11th February is Safer Internet Day. Children in

school will learn about online safety and how the Internet
can be used safely to make changes for the better.  

We would be delighted if you could join us in celebrating
the day by continuing the conversation at home. To help
you with this, the UK Safer Internet Centre created some
free activities and information for parents and carers a

couple of years ago, which are available at: 
saferinternet.org.uk/SID-parents



Info for parents



WB 24.02.25

Year 4 Harborne Library Visit - 25.2.25
Year 4 will be visiting Harborne Library next

Tuesday.
4M will leave at 8:45am
4J will leave at 10:15am

If you are a parent who would like to attend
and support walking to and from the library,

please let the Year 1 staff know. 

Pet Shower - 28.2.25
Year 1 have planned a ‘Pet Shower’ to take part in, in

order to support ‘Pet Search Rescue West Midlands’ -
they are asking for children to dress up as their

favourite animal or wear any clothes with an animal
print on, on this day. They would like donations for the
sanctuary i.e. pet food, puppy pads, cat litter, sawdust,

blankets... in return for wearing own clothes.

Young Voices - 26.2.25
Some of our school choir will be singing at the Young

Voices concert on Wednesday 26th February. They will
be leaving school after they have had their lunch to

attend the venue. Children will wear school uniform as
normal and will change in to their Young Voices t-shirts
after lunch (or bring a plain white t-shirt to change in to

if Young Voices t-shirt has not been purchased).
Further details about the concert and pick up

arrangements will be sent after half-term.

Reception parent workshop for maths - 28.2.25 at
2:30pm

Reception parents are invited to attend a Maths
workshop at 2:30pm on Friday 28th February. During
the workshop, you will have the opportunity to find

out more about how maths is taught in Reception and
how you can help at home.



Community news

Signposting for half-term activities
This section is to sign-post activities that are taking place over half-term, 

which you may wish to engage with. As a school we are only sign-posting these. 

Popular - lego coding session
This session is most suitable for children
in Year 3 and above. It has always been
very popular. Contact details on poster.



Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and above
Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s

attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Davis.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your child
out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least 2 weeks

prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for taking
unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please ensure holidays are

only booked during school holiday time. 

Do not book holidays during term time

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse. 
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

K E E P I N G  S A F E

Pastoral Team 
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team



Spring theme - 

Spring I1 Virtues

24th February 2025 - 8:4 5am

25th February 2025 - am

26th February 2025 - 9:15sm

26th February 2025 - evening

28th February 2025 - all day

28th February 2025 - 2:30pm

WB 3.3.25 

4th March 2025 - am

5th March 2025 - 10:00am

6th March 2025 - all day

WB 10.3.25

11th March 2025 - am

12th March 2025 - all day

12th March 2025 - 9:15am

14th March 2025 - 9:15am

14th March 2025 - 2:30pm

17th March 2025 - all day

18th March 2025 - am

19th March 2025 - 9:15am

20th March 2025 - all day

21st March 2025 - all day

24th March 2025 - 1:30pm

25th March 2025 - am

26th March 2025 - 9:15am

27th March 2025 - all day

28th March 2025 - 9:00am

1st April 2025 - am

1st April 2025 - pm

2nd April 2025 - 9:15am

3rd April 2025 - pm

8th April 2025 - all day

9th April 2025 - 9:30am

10th April 2025 - 9:00am

11th April 2025 - all day

WB 14.4.25

17th April 2025 - 11:00am

17th April 2025 

Dignity of Work

Attentive and Discerning

Children return to school at normal time

Year 4 visit to Harborne library (8:45 4M and 10:15 4J)

Year 6 Mass in Church (and Year 5 classes attend) - parents welcome

Young Voices Concert - will leave school after lunch (separate letter)

Pet Day - animal theme dress up - see separate letter

Reception parent workshop about Maths

Careers Week / Vocations week

Year 3 visit to Harborne library (8:45 3T and 10:15 3L)

Whole school Mass in Church for Ash Wednesday - parents welcome

World book day - wear pyjamas

British Science Week

Year 2 visit to Harborne library (8:45 2G and 10:15 2E)

Reception class trip to Attwell farm

Year 4 Mass in Church (and Year 3 classes attend) - parents welcome

Y2 Year group assembly

X-table check workshop for Year 4 parents

INSET day - school closed for all pupils

Year 1 visit to Harborne library (8:45 1L and 10:15 1F)

Year 2 Mass in Church (and Year 1 classes attend) - parents welcome

One life Pilgrims of Hope Retreat for whole school

Down Syndrome Awareness Day

Year 6 Confirmation Workshop with parents

Year 4 visit to Harborne library (8:45 4J and 10:15 4M)

Year 5 Mass in Church (and Year 6 classes attend) - parents welcome

Mothers’ Day Inspire Event in school

Year 6 prayer service for parents

Year 3 visit to Harborne library (8:45 3L and 10:15 3T)

Parent Consultation Evening

Reception Mass in Church (with Year 6 buddies) - parents welcome

Parent Consultation Evening

Year 2 school trip - Coal mining tour

Whole School Mass - parents welcome

Reception prayer service for parents

Year 3 school trip to Birmingham Art Gallery

Holy Week

Year 6 Stations of the Cross in Church for KS2 and parent

Break up for Easter Holidays

Dates for next half-term



Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week: 

Billy
Micaiah
Emily

Sparkle 
Elliot

Aaliyah
Sophia
Rina

Savannah
Peonya

Devaansh
Charlie

Annabel
Thomas 

For being very sensible whilst taking the offertory in Mass. 
For doing a beautiful job of taking our offertory gifts in Mass. 
For her fantastic prosody in reading and thoughtful contributions in all lessons. 
For her excellent efforts in her learning and always living out the school virtues 
For fabulous reading and improving comprehension skills. Well done Elliot!  
For always be a kind, caring and thoughtful member of the class!  
For always trying her best in everything she does and being a super role model 
For trying incredibly hard in her Exciting Writing this week! Well done. 
For being a kind and supportive friend 
For being a good role model for her peers in learning and behaviour 
For his beautiful manners and for being a wonderful role-model. 
For hard work and perseverance in everything he does, resulting in exceptional high quality
and beautiful work! 
For joining in enthusiastically with Fr Hilary's homily at Mass 
For his mature, conscientious approach to all his work 

Year RB
Year RT
Year 1F
Year 1L
Year 2E
Year 2G
Year 3L
Year 3T
Year 4J
Year 4M
Year 5F
Year 5M

Year 6O
Year 6R

Peter, John, Paulos and Tomas Abraham
wowed their Headteacher with their example
of living out the virtues. These 4 brothers
found a resident’s phone and returned it to
the Parish in the hope that the owner could
be found. After Fr. Hilary charged up the
phone, he was able to find the owner. The
lady was so happy to be reunited with it and
wanted these boys to be specially
acknowledged for their honesty and kindness.
Well done boys - we’re very proud of you. 


