
Dear parents and carers,

Year 6 SATs week
I want to say a huge well done to all our Year 6 children for completing their SATs this week. We are all
incredibly proud of you. You have shown such hard work, determination and resilience over the past
few months, and the way you approached each test was truly impressive. Most importantly, you
supported one another, kept smiling, and showed everyone what fantastic young people you are. SATs
are only one small part of your journey, but the effort and character you’ve shown will take you far in
everything you do. Now it’s time to enjoy the exciting weeks ahead - full of memories, celebrations and
all the fun that comes with being in Year 6!

PTA - STEM Workshop and Netball event
Today our school was buzzing with excitement as the PTA organised a fantastic day of robotics and
coding for the children. It was brilliant to see the children so engaged, curious and confident as they
explored new skills and challenged themselves. To round off the day, we enjoyed a brilliant after‑school
netball competition: Parents vs Teachers! It was a wonderful afternoon! Whether you were playing,
cheering from the sidelines or helping to organise the event, you helped make it a truly memorable
community moment.  A huge thank you to the parents who planned and ran the event, to everyone
who took part, and to our amazing PTA for everything they do to support fundraising and enrich school
life. We are so grateful for your time, enthusiasm and dedication.

Allergies
We would like to gently remind all families that our school remains a nut‑free environment. This is to
keep all children safe, including those who have severe allergies to nuts. For this reason, we kindly ask
that no nut products are brought into school. This includes peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches, snack
bars containing nuts, or any other food items that may include nuts as an ingredient. Thank you for
your understanding and for helping us keep every child safe and well. 

Dropping off reminder 
Please can we remind all families that cars must not park, pull across, or turn around in the area directly
in front of the school gates. This space becomes very busy at drop‑off and pick‑up times, and using it
for stopping or turning creates a serious safety risk for our children and families. The safety of our
school community must always come first. We kindly ask everyone to park sensibly and legally, and
then walk children to the gate. A short walk is a small step that makes a big difference in keeping
everyone safe. Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us maintain a safe and calm start and
end to the school day.

Mrs Yorke 

15th May 2026

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

May is dedicated to our Blessed Mother, Mary
Our theme for the Summer term is: 'Stewardship’

Our virtues for this half term are: - 'Grateful and Generous’



CATHOLIC LIFECATHOLIC LIFE

This week's Gospel 

Lord Jesus,
You are in the Father,

and I am in You,
and You are in me.

Let this holy union be my anchor in every storm,
my light in every shadow,

and my joy in every season.
Keep my heart close to Yours,
and my life rooted in Your love.

Amen.

Masses

Reflecting on this week’s Gospel, we: -
Know that He is in us and loves us.
Understand that He sent the Holy Spirit to be
within us, guiding us. 
Remember that Jesus is the one who leads us to
a close friendship with God, because He is the
Way, the Truth and the Life. 

John 14:20 
‘In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and

you in me, and I in you.’

Our next Mass - 6  Week of Easter - Pentecostth

Year 6 will be leading our next Mass in Church on
Wednesday 20th May 2026, starting promptly at
9:15am. Year 5 will also be attendance and all parents
are welcome to attend.



CATHOLIC LIFECATHOLIC LIFE
Visiting Heathcote House

Year 2 children visited Heathcote House this afternoon and shared their
wonderful writing about saving the planet. The children then asked the residents

what jobs they would like help with next half term

Year 6 children supporting their Reception buddies

Year 6 children bringing in / baking treats for their peers during SATs week



PRAYERPRAYER

Rosary Club
Fr Hilary is leading a rosary club every Friday during
May for the children to come and pray the rosary in

our beautiful prayer garden.

Prayer bags
It is wonderful to see how the
prayer bags are being used at

home.

Y1 Assembly - Ascension
 of Jesus

Year 1 led a beautiful
assembly on the Ascension
of Jesus on Thursday. They
read clearly with expression

and sang with joy and
enthusiasm. It was

wonderful to see how their
confidence has grown 

this year!

Child-led prayer
Our children continue to confidently and thoughtfully lead us in prayer each day. This

week, they have been focusing on prayers to St Mary and the rosary as we journey
through the month of May. They have also been thinking about the Ascension of Jesus,

exploring what this moment meant for the Disciples and what it means for us today.



CELEBRATING OUR RE LEARNINGCELEBRATING OUR RE LEARNING

EYFS
Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2



Your paragraph textWell Done, Year 6!
Year 6 have undertaken their SATs in school this week. Their

determination, resilience and positive attitude shone through, and they
showed real maturity and commitment throughout. 

Well done, Year 6 – you are all superstars!



Dance Track
Congratulations to Florence

and Aoife, who have both
been selected for the

Birmingham Royal Ballet
Dance Track programme

starting in September.

Reading
Brother and sister reading

together and sharing a story
with Mrs Yorke.

Home Learning
Inspired by Mrs Lassey’s lesson on the

Nicene Creed, Yadial wanted to find out
more about how the different parts fit

together. Fabulous home learning!



ROBOTIC/STEM WORKSHOPROBOTIC/STEM WORKSHOP

A big thank you to the PTA for the whole school Robotic/STEM workshop which the
children enjoyed on Friday. They were delighted to meet the incredible (and very

friendly!) robot and loved taking part in the Young Engineers workshop. We are so grateful
to the PTA for both organising these events and raising the funds to enable these

opportunities to take place.



PTA event
Teachers vs Parents 
Netball Competition

The inaugural PTA Teacher vs. Parent netball competition took place on Friday and the event
was a great success. There was even a guest appearance from Fr. Hilary who came on for the

Yellow Team as Goal Shooter. A big thank you to the organisers, everyone who came to
support and well done to the teams, in particular the Red Team who won the event overall. 



Next Week - WB 18.05.26

Future Dates

Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) & Other Tests
Please note the following:

Year 2 SATs take place Monday 18  May - Friday 22  May 2026th nd

Year 4 Times Tables Check from Monday 1  June 2026 for 3 weeksst

Year 1 Phonics Screen Check takes place w/b Monday 8  June 2026th

Please do not book holidays for any of the above dates. 
Further details will be given out nearer the time.

Reception Assembly 22.5.26 at 9:15am
Our Reception children would love their parents (and

grandparents) to join them for their Pentecost Assembly
on Friday 22nd May at 9:15am.

Year 5 trip to Wyre Forest - 22.5.26 - all day
Year 5 will be taking part in a fieldwork study trip to support

their learning in their Rivers unit. Children will travel by
coach and spend the day exploring river features and

practising key mapping and fieldwork skills. Pupils should
wear their PE kit with suitable footwear and

weather‑appropriate layers. All children will need a packed
lunch and water bottle; those eligible for free school meals

will receive a school‑provided packed lunch.

We are excited to announce that on Friday 5  June 2026 , our school will be celebrating
World Ocean Day. This year, we are supporting the Marine Conservation Society, a

registered charity dedicated to protecting our seas, shores, and wildlife. To show our
support, we invite all children to wear blue and, if possible, donate £1 to the Marine

Conservation Society (Registered charity in England and Wales 1004005) - on Gateway.

th

Additionally, we are pleased to welcome Severn Trent, who will be delivering assemblies
to all children and conducting workshops for Year 4 students. This will be a fantastic
opportunity for the children to learn more about the importance of our local water

systems and the steps we can take to preserve them. 
We appreciate your support in encouraging your children to participate in this

important event. By wearing blue and making a small donation, they will be part of a
global movement to protect our precious marine environments.

Thank you for your cooperation and generosity.

World Ocean Day - wear blue on Friday 5  June 2026th



Holy Communions 
6.6.26 10:00am
6.6.26 2:00pm

Our Year 3 children will be making their First Holy Communion at St.
Mary's Church on this weekend.  This marks the third major step on

the children's journey of faith, when the children receive the
sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time.

To celebrate that many of the children will have made the Sacrament of Holy Communion,
we invite all Y3 children to bring in their Holy Communion outfit/smart clothes, to school on
Wednesday 10th June 2026. The children will wear their clothes/outfits to their Y3 Mass in
Church on that Wednesday morning at 9:15am and will receive a special blessing from Fr.
Hilary. All families are welcome to this Mass. Following the Mass, the children will have a

little celebration in school before changing back in to their school uniform/PE kit. 
 Week beginning 8  June 2026th

Please bring in Holy Communion outfits, in a named bag or on a named hanger. Please do
not bring 'accessories' e.g. bags, gloves, veils and jewellery as we do not want anything to

be lost/damaged. 

Our Year 6 children will be making their Confirmation on 
Friday 5  June at 7pmth

We look forward to welcoming Bishop David to St. Mary's

Year 6 Confirmation Mass - 5.6.26 at 7pm

Year 6 Residential - Alton Castle
15  to 17  June 2026th th

If your child is going to Alton Castle and you were unable
to attend the meeting on 30/04/2026, please ensure that
you pick up an information pack from the School Office. 
A polite reminder also that the second instalment of £50

was payable by Friday 15  May. th

Sports Day for Year 4, 5 and 6 - 10.06.26 
Years 4, 5 and 6 will be heading to Tudor Grange Stadium for

their Sports Day—a highlight of the school year and an
experience the children absolutely loved last year! It’s a

fantastic opportunity for them to compete, cheer each other
on, and enjoy the excitement of a real stadium setting.

Children should come to school in their PE kits with a water
bottle and arrive promptly for 8:30am, as the coaches will be

leaving at 8:45am. Parents are very welcome to attend and
enjoy the event from the designated spectator area.





Parent/Carer Information 

If you have any concerns about your child’s punctuality or
attendance, please get in touch. We can discuss the situation
and look at appropriate support options, including Early Help

and other services that may be useful.
 Our aim is to work with families to ensure every child attends

school regularly and on time.



Parent/Carer Information 

The age rating for Snapchat is 13 years. 
Users must be at least 13 to create an account.



If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral
team

Louise Yorke
Headteacher

Rachel Jones
Senior Teacher

Rachel Richards
EYFS Lead

Sharon Tame
School

Counsellor

Laura Noone
Lead DSL

DHT

Jade Preedy
AHT

Shania
Birchenall
SENDCo

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. Good attendance is 96% and
above

Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any
problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s

attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or Mrs. Noone.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

This is a reminder that holidays during term time are unauthorised. If you intend to take your
child out of school during term time, we ask that you complete a holiday request form at least

2 weeks prior to the leave date where possible. Parents may be fined by the Local Authority for
taking unauthorised leave of absence. Children need to be in school every day so please

ensure holidays are only booked during school holiday time. 

Do not book holidays during term time

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse. 
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

K E E P I N G  S A F E

Pastoral Team 
If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team



 Thursday 7th May 2026 - local elections 

Friday 17th July 2026
Monday 20th July 2026
Tuesday 21  July 2026 st

Thursday 16  Julyth

This Year’s Term Dates - 2025-2026

Dates for this half term
Summer theme - 

Summer I

20th May 2026 - 9:15am

22  May 2026 - 9:15amnd

22  May 2026nd

Stewardship

Greateful and Generous

Year 6 Mass in Church (and Year 5 classes attend) - parents welcome

Reception Assembly for parents

Break up for half-term break - normal time 



Dates for next half term
Summer theme - 

Summer 2

1st June 2026 - all day

WB 01.06.26

3rd June 2026 - 9:15am

5th June 2026 - 7:00pm

6th June 2026 - 10:00am

6th June 2026 - 2:00pm

5th June 2026 - all day

WB 08.06.26

10th June 2026 - 9:15am

10th June 2026 - am

15th to 17th June 2026

17th June 2026 - 9:15am

19th June 2026 - 9:15 or 1:15

24th  June 2026 - 9:30am

26th June 2026 - 3:30pm

1st July 2026 - all day

2nd July 2026 - pm 

3rd July 2026 - pm

8th July 2026 - 9:15am

9th July 2026 - 2pm

10th July 2026 - 2pm

14th July 2026 - 9am

14th July 2026 - all day 

15th July 2026 - 9:30am

16th July 2026

Stewardship

Attentive and Discerning

Children return to school at normal time

Year 4 Multiplication check window - 3 weeks

Year 5 Mass in Church (and Year 6 classes attend) - parents welcome

Confirmation Mass for Year 6 in Church with Bishop David Evans

Holy Communion Mass for Year 3 in Church

Holy Communion Mass for Year 3 in Church

World Ocean Day - wear blue

Phonics check for Year 1 this week

Year 3 Mass in Church and Holy Communion celebration - parents welcome

Years 4, 5, 6 Sports Day at Tudor Grange - wear house colours - parents welcome

Year 6 Residential at Alton Castle 

Year 1 Mass (and Year 2 classes attend) - parents welcome

Fathers’ Day Inspire for Reception to Year 6 

Whole School Mass - parents welcome

PTA event - Party in the Playground (ticketed event)

Transition Day (inc. new Reception cohort) - children meet their new teacher

Reception Sports Day - wear house colours

Years 1, 2 and 3 Sports Day - wear house colours

Year 2 Mass in Church (and Year 1 classes attend) - parents welcome

Performance of Year 6 production to parents

Performance of Year 6 production to parents

Year 2 Prayer Service for parents

St Alphonsa House Feast Day - wear own clothes

Year 6 Leavers Mass (Whole School) - parents welcome 

Break up for Summer holidays

Early finish time 

1:40 finish time - Reception classes

1:45 finish time - KS1 classes

1:50 finish time - sibling group

2:00 finish time - KS2 classes

Year 6 shirt signing on final day in school and 2:00pm guard of honou



Next Year’s Term Dates - 2026-2027



Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week: 

Tin Lam
Anna
Mary

Gracious
Daphne
Ibrahim
Joshua

Charlie
Janssen
Willow
Elvis

Lucy B
Year 6
Year 6

For beautiful letter formation during handwriting!
For a fabulous retelling of the very hungry caterpillar 
For her excellent can-do attitude in all lessons and trying especially hard with her
reading. 
For trying so hard with his handwriting. 
For all-round fantastic work and behaviour – well done Daphne.  
For working super hard in all areas of learning!  
For always approaching learning with enthusiasm and trying his best in everything
he does! 
Always contributing in lesson and trying to strive for excellence 
For an incredible use of patterns and black and white in his piece of work in Art 
For being brave and resilient after her surgery. 
For making a real effort in his handwriting and presentation 
For always trying her best in all subjects. Keep it up! 
For working incredibly hard and showing resilience during SATs week. 
For working incredibly hard and showing resilience during SATs week. 

Year RB
Year RT
Year 1F

Year 1L
Year 2E
Year 2G
Year 3L

Year 3T
Year 4J
Year 4M
Year 5F
Year 5M
Year 6O
Year 6R
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